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According to 2013 figures
from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, nearly 63 mil-

lion U.S. residents volunteered at
least once last year. While that is
roughly one-quarter of the na-
tion’s population, the number rep-
resents a decline of more than one
percent in the volunteer rate –
now at its lowest point in more
than a decade.
   There is perhaps no better time

to help counter this downward
trend. April is National Volunteer
Month, which is intended to em-
phasize the importance of serving
the community. Events and op-
portunities on the Northside and
throughout Minneapolis will co-
incide with state and national hap-
penings occurring over the course
of the month, making it an ideal
occasion to pitch in.
   Volunteering is an equal oppor-
tunity endeavor. There are oppor-

Get out and benefit the 
Camden Community in April,
National Volunteer Month
By Douglas Fehlen

A volunteer provides tutoring services to a student, only one of many
ways for people to get involved during April, National Volunteer
Month.

April 22 is Earth Day. Brought to public con-
sciousness in 1970 by the same fervent group
of people that protested the Vietnam War

throughout the 1960s, Earth Day represents an ethic
that should be championed all year long. A need for
strong commitment to environmental preservation
and restoration is ever present, especially in Camden. 
   The Center for Earth, Energy and Democracy
(CEED), a locally-based environmental justice or-
ganization, in partnership with the Center for Urban
and Regional Affairs at the University of Minnesota
(CURA), has created an interactive online Environ-
mental Justice Atlas. This atlas portrays population
demographics as well as environmental areas of con-
cern within Minneapolis and St. Paul in order to il-
lustrate correlations between social factors, such as
economic status and race, and the environment. The
tool, found through the CEED’s website ceed.org, al-
lows users to choose “layers.” Layers displaying
landfills, air pollution, potential hazards and contam-
inated sites can be chosen in tandem with layers
showing population demographics, such as median
household income and percentage of households of
people of color.
   Looking at the Camden area, in which 30 percent
of residents live below the poverty line and over 60
percent are people of color, the Environmental Justice
Atlas shows two tank leakage sites, two more tank
sites that have the potential to be hazardous in the fu-
ture, and a large amount of blighted housing through-
out our community. 
   CEED has published many reports on the dispro-
portional impact of environmental hazards on com-

munities of color and communities of low economic
status. They are currently working with the City of
Minneapolis to ensure that the concerns of commu-
nities of color, American Indians and low-income
communities are addressed in the City’s Climate Ac-
tion Plan. One of their requests is to replant some of
the more than 6,000 trees that were destroyed in the
2011 tornado.
   Trees provide many measurable and immeasurable
benefits. By providing shade, tree canopies reduce
energy bills in the summer, trees clean our air when
they intake CO2 for photosynthesis, and they reduce
noise pollution and bring up property values. Trees
can also be used for climbing, building forts and
tying up tire swings, just ask any seven-year-old. So
far, through both private and public funding, the City
of Minneapolis has only replaced a little over half of
the trees lost in the tornado.
   Planting a tree is one way to positively impact
Camden, but, as Kathleen Rogers, president of the
Earth Day Network, states, “planting a tree…requires
taking care of it for a really long time, not just stick-
ing it in the ground.” Earth Day is a start, but a very
environmental solution, and every environmental
problem, takes more than a day to come to fruition.
   The recent find of highly toxic vapors in the Como
neighborhood of Minneapolis is another reminder of
the deathly impact environmental toxins left unac-
knowledged can have on our neighbors and family
for years to come. Leftover from an old General Mills
plant, these toxic vapors were ignored by many, in-
cluding the EPA and the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA). Today, homeowners in the 20-

Plans to build a new Webber Park Library are moving
ahead and it couldn’t be too soon. There was a cele-
bration for the opening of the temporary Webber Li-

brary on Lyndale and 42nd on March 11, and the old library
is scheduled to be torn down in April. In a show of good
faith to move this project forward Hennepin County Com-
missioner Linda Higgins and county staff from library and
property services held a meeting at Folwell Park on Satur-
day March 8. It was the first of a series of meetings intended
to collect information regarding our community’s needs in
a library.
   Trudy Richter of Richardson, Richter and Associates, fa-
cilitated the meeting. Although the meeting was announced
post-publishing of the North and Camden newspapers, there
was a good showing of local bibliophiles, including mem-

bers of the Friends of Webber Park Library (FWPL), resi-
dents from Victory, Webber-Camden and Bottineau neigh-
borhoods, and members of the former Webber Park Task
Force, which worked hard to save the library from perma-
nent closure in 2006. Also in attendance were members of
the Hennepin County Library Board, Lois Langer Thomp-
son Director of Hennepin County Library, State Represen-
tative Joe Mullery and City Council President Barb
Johnson.
   Hennepin County Property Services and Project Manager
Valerie Carr gave an overview of the planning process. The
intent is to take what is learned from community input and
make a functional program, which considers the size, site
and features of the building, as well as who will be served
by the new library and what their needs will be. Carr said

there will be opportunities for community involvement
throughout the entire process, with two meetings scheduled
at Folwell Park: Tuesday April 15, from 6-7:30 p.m. and
Saturday May 10, from 9:30-11 a.m. The final phase will
be to present a budget to the county for approval, with
ground breaking and construction to follow. This will most
likely be a multi-year process.
   Community members were invited to join the Commu-
nity Advisory Committee. Lois Lenroot-Ernt, HN County
Capital Projects, gave an overview of the committee stating
that the committee would examine the unique needs of the
community and will be made up of community residents,
members of FWPL, representatives from city and state gov-
ernment, and staff from Hennepin County Library. Ques-

Make Earth Day mean more —
what environmental action means in Camden
By Brianna DeVore

Serious discussion on a new Webber Library
By Sue Quist

Volunteer continued on page 5Earth Day continued on page 7

Library continued on page 9



   
   The Camden Business Associ-
ation (CBA) has been uniting
local businesses to strengthen the
Camden Community since 1931.
Visit a local business this week
and tell us about your purchasing
experience on our FB page face-
book.com/CamdenBA!  Like our
FB page and check it often for
meetings and upcoming events.
The group meets on the third
Tuesday of each month. We’d
love to meet you. If you have any
questions, message us on FB,
contact info@camdenbusinessas-
soc.com or write to CBA, PO Box
11362, Minneapolis, MN  55411.
Our web address is camdenbusi-
nessassoc.com or call 612-547-
6507. CBA is proud to sponsor
the Camden News business
scoops to keep you informed of

business news in Camden.
   Host a Camden Business As-
sociation Meet and Greet at
your business! A CBA Meet and
Greet is an excellent opportunity
to promote and grow your busi-
ness by connecting with other
business owners/employees in our
area. It’s easy — you provide the
venue and we do the rest! Call or
email us today: info@camden-
businessassoc.com or 612-547-
6507.
   Spring has finally arrived and
Epic Masonry Restoration con-
tinues to undo the effects that
winter has had on masonry. They
got their start in Camden and over
the years their project history has
grown to include residential,
multi-family, commercial, food-
service, public, recreational and
governmental construction work
throughout Minnesota. Among
the broad range of services they
offer are waterproofing, tuck-
pointing, caulking, concrete
restoration, pressure washing, and

brick, block and stonework.
Whether it’s resurfacing concrete
and waterproofing foundations or
caulking high-rises and tuckpoint-
ing brickwork, Epic Masonry
Restoration meets the challenge to
enhance, protect and restore. Contact
them today for your free estimate and
join the flourishing number of
their satisfied clients. Visit Epic-
MasonryRestoration.com or call
612-353-4646 and make your ma-
sonry, Epic Masonry!  
   Kingdom Kare Learning
Center, 3108 Emerson, caters to
our future leaders of tomorrow.
Comprehensive - they not only
offer childcare for ages infant-12,
but also strive toward the physi-
cal, emotional and mental devel-
opment of all of the children.
Affordable - they recognize that
to be truly successful, their pro-
grams should be available to the
average family. Resourceful -
they strive to serve the commu-
nity not only by offering top-of-
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Thomas &
Jean Bain

RealtorsRealtors®®, G.R.I., e-Pro, G.R.I., e-Pro®®

BAINHOMES.COM BAINHOMES.COM 

Tom Tom 612-701-5379612-701-5379
tabain@cbburnet.comtabain@cbburnet.com
JeanJean 612-802-5905612-802-5905
jmbain@cbburnet.comjmbain@cbburnet.com

We are experiencing a stronger Spring
market. Use www.BainHomes.com to
see the current market – View our
great listings including virtual tours!
We use our real estate experience,
strong Coldwell Banker Burnet sup-
port & area knowledge to help YOU!
Contact us with your real estate
needs!

4042 Washburn N.  SOLD PENDING
Charming 3 BR Craftsman Bungalow
steps to Parkway!

4147 Vincent N.  SOLD PENDING!
Perfect Tudor w/new Gourmet
Kitchen!

4022 Thomas N. $164,900
3 BR 2 Bath filled with quality, cool
finishes!

Scoops

The Camden
Community News
is a non-profit,
n o n - p a r t i s a n
newspaper serv-
ing the Camden
Community —
the northwest
area of Min-

neapolis, Minnesota — since
1975. Distributed free to resi-
dences and businesses in the
Camden area; circulation
12,700. Annual subscription is
$20. Printed at Vertis. Layout by
Typesetting a la Macque. Pub-
lished by the Camden Commu-
nity News Board of Directors:
John Bispala, Buzzy Bohn, Dan
Lynch and Cheryl Anderson. 

Published the last Friday of each
month, deadline is 10 days prior
to publication — send submis-
sions to  ccn@bhi.com or 3526-A
Humboldt Ave. N., Minneapo-

lis, MN 55412.  Billing address
is PO Box 11492, Minneapolis,
MN 55411. Voice mail, 521-
3060.
Contributors: Sue Quist, Mark
Webb, Brianna DeVore, Dou-
glas Fehlen,  Amy Chapman,
Andrea Schwartz, Janet Zahn,
Pahoua Moua, Vicki Young,
Buzzy Bohn, Pahoua Moua,
Randy Klauk and Barbara
Meyer Bistodeau.

Advertising: Leave a message
at  our voice mailbox at 
521-3060 or email
ccn@bhi.com
Editor: Laurel Parrott, 
ccn@bhi.com
Webmaster: Brock Hanson
Advertising and opinions ex-
pressed are those of the contrib-
utors, not the Camden Community
News or its Board of Directors. 

Support 
Camden
News  

advertisers
— 

they support
the Camden

News!

camdenews.org
ccn@bhi.com

Do you have a
family member,
friend or neigh-

bor who’s moved
out of Camden?
Give them a gift
subscription to

the Camden
News. It’s only

$20 for one year.
Send a check and

the address to 
PO Box 11492, 

Minneapolis, MN
55411.

2014 Camden 
Community News

Deadlines
Issue         Pub. Date    Deadline   

May               Apr. 25        Apr. 15
June               May 30       May 20
July                June 27       June 17
August           July 25         July 15
September      Aug. 29      Aug. 19
October          Sept. 26      Sept. 16
November     Oct. 31         Oct. 21
December      Nov. 28       Nov. 18
January ‘15    Dec. 26       Dec. 16

ccn@bhi.com

Section 8 VouchersSection 8 Vouchers
Accepted Accepted 

Call About Our Move In Specials
• 1 and 2 bedrooms available
• New Carpets
• Large windows
• Heat paid, free off – street parking,
on bus line, walking distance to Mpls
Farmers Market, Downtown, schools,
libraries, parks and the NEW STADUIM!
• Income restrictions apply.

M – Fri 8:30-4:30; Evenings/Sat by appt.

Park Plaza Apartments
525 Humboldt Ave N 
Minneapolis MN 55405
Equal Housing Opportunity
612-377-3650

NORTH END HARDWARE
Voted Best Hardware Store in 

Minneapolis by City Pages 2009

How did your lawn mower
run last year? 

Get your compostable garbage bags for 
recycling yard waste here.

NORTH END HARDWARE & RENTAL
at Penn and Lowry

Hours: M-F, 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Sat, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Darryl Weivoda, Owner
612-529-9151 • Northendhardware.com

Spring is here!
Bring your
mower in 
for a 
tune up 
today!

TORO • SNAPPER • LAWN BOY • SNOW BLOWERS

We have tillers to
rent when you put
in your garden.

the-line childcare, but also by pro-
viding resources to clients about
healthy parenting and programs to
aid families. Enjoyable - your
children will have a great day,
everyday! Quality childcare at an
affordable price. Info: king-
domkarelearning.com, 612-200-
9975 or kingdom2kare@
gmail.com.
   Big Jay’s Cleaning Service is
a local company that cleans com-
mercial buildings and construc-
tion sites for affordable rates! Big
Jay’s understands that your time
is money and a clean work envi-
ronment is part of a larger busi-
ness strategy. Employee safety
and comfort is key while achiev-
ing business objectives. Big Jay’s
Cleaning takes pride in their
work: Free consultations, recom-
mended service, satisfaction guar-

anteed. For a free consultation
and estimate contact them any-
time! Info: bigjayscleaning.com,
jerry@bigjayscleaning.com or
612-871-3083.
   The Head Doctor is one of
Camden newest barbershops, it
recently opened at 3860 Thomas.
The Head Doctor offers quality
and affordable haircuts. Men’s
cuts are only $9, kid’s cuts are
only $7. They’re open six days a
week: 8 a.m. to noon by appoint-
ment; walk-ins welcome noon to
6 p.m. Call 612-205-9596 or stop
by and ask for the Head Doctor!
   Know of a new business in
Camden or one that’s offering
new products or services? The
Camden Community News loves
to promote local businesses. Send
the “scoop” to ccn@bhi.com.

For Camden News ad
rates, call 

612-521-3060 or
email: 

ccn@bhi.com



Thanks to city crews

   I am writing to share my appreciation for the excellent work done by
the Minneapolis Park Department snow removal crews. I live near Shin-
gle Creek and 45th Ave. N., and use the park paths several times a day
when I use my disability scooter to walk my dog. The paths have been
well cleared and sanded more days than not, even during this winter of
never-ending snow and cold. If you have the opportunity, thank one of
the park plow drivers!
Susan Long.
Lind Bohanon
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Letters to the Editor

The Camden News is your forum
We welcome your opinions. Please keep your letters to the editor short,

less than 500 words, and to the point. All letters will be edited for length
and clarity. Send your letters with name, address and phone number to
3526-A Humboldt Ave. N., Mpls., MN 55412 or editor@camdenews.org.

Anonymous submissions cannot be printed.  Opinions expressed are
those of the writers,  not necessarily the Camden News. 

Who sells Camden?
Steph sells Camden! 

COMPLIMENTARY professional
photos & staging advice for Spring

2014 listings!

Stephanie Gruver, Realtor
RE/MAX Results

612-581-5842
www.stephaniegruver.com 

A great resource guide for senior
citizens!

   The Minneapolis Health Department has produced a Healthy Homes
resource guide of agencies that serve Minneapolis senior residents. The
guide includes resources for chore services, financial assistance, home
modification, de-cluttering, indoor health hazard mitigation, pest control
and programs for veterans. 
   The City supports healthy aging for residents who wish to remain —
and thrive — in their own homes. The Healthy Homes Senior Citizens
initiative was created in partnership with the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development through the Healthy Homes Thriving Com-
munities grant. Increasing access to services and connecting area
agencies that work with seniors were identified as priority first steps in
improving the ability of seniors to thrive in their own homes and age
gracefully. 
   Folks can download the guide or request one by calling the Minneapo-
lis Health Department at 612-673-2301.

   The City of Minneapolis is continuing to explore
the possibility of converting low-traffic streets in
North Minneapolis to a greenway with a safe, acces-
sible route for bicyclists and pedestrians. Residents
can take a new online survey now through June 15
to weigh in on the current greenway concept, includ-
ing the proposed route and greenway types. Neigh-
bors and neighborhood organization representatives
will also knock on doors in the Near North, Jordan,
Folwell and Webber-Camden neighborhoods to so-
licit input from a broad group of Northside residents
including people who might not be likely to take an
online survey. People who completed similar surveys
in 2012 and 2013 provided valuable input into the
current concept and are requested to complete the
new 2014 survey as well: surveymonkey.com/s/nm-
plsgreenway.
   Based on input from the 2012 and 2013 surveys
and using what was learned from the community
through a broader engagement process, a proposal
has been developed for a greenway route that travels
mostly on Irving and Humboldt Aves. The 2014 out-
reach program is a cooperative effort of the Center
for Prevention at Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Min-
nesota, Minneapolis Health Department, Minneapo-
lis Department of Public Works, and the Alliance for
Metropolitan Stability (the Alliance). Details on the
proposal and planned community events can be
found at the project website, minneapolismn.gov
/health/living/northminneapolisgreenway.

   About the proposed greenway. A “greenway” is a
park-like trail that people can use for biking and
walking, for transportation and recreation. Studies
show that the closer people live to parks, the more
likely they are to get exercise; this is especially true
for children and teens. It could also create space for
additional amenities, such as community gardens or
public art.
   The greenway would be a north-south route start-
ing at the Shingle Creek Trail in the north and ending
south of Plymouth Ave. It would primarily follow
Humboldt and Irving Aves. and connect the Crystal
Lake Cemetery, three schools and four parks. Future
planning efforts will explore possible additional con-
nections to the south, such as the Cedar Lake and
Bassett Creek trails. A map of the proposed route and
proposed designs is available at the project website.
If built, the bikeway would be the second of its kind
in North Minneapolis. Examples for comparison in-
clude 37th Ave. between Queen and Knox Aves.,
Milwaukee Ave. in Seward neighborhood and the
Midtown Greenway. 
   This project is a response to community interest in
a greenway. Funding for this project is provided in
part by the Center for Prevention at Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Minnesota, as part of Blue Cross’
long-term commitment to tackling the leading root
causes of preventable disease: tobacco use, lack of
physical activity and unhealthy eating.

Open Streets coming on May 31 

   Northside residents are busy planning the first Open Streets event of this year, which will take place on May
31. This will be the third Open Streets event in North Minneapolis. Previous events took place on Lowry during
Harvest Fest in the autumns of 2012 and 2013. The Open Streets route for this spring event will begin at West
Broadway and end at 42nd Ave. N. The event route will run up Girard from West Broadway to 25th Ave., and
then run up Humboldt from 25th to 42nd Aves. Activity nodes along the route will be at the Minneapolis Public
Schools headquarters, North Star School Building, Jordan Park, Folwell Park, and the intersection of 42nd
and Humboldt Aves. N.  
   The Open Streets event route covers most of the corridor being considered for the North Minneapolis Green-
way, which is a proposal to convert low-traffic streets into a park-like trail that will connect Northside desti-
nations. Participants are encouraged to explore the entirety of the corridor as well as neighboring streets along
the route. 
   The Open Streets event will be a rare opportunity to experience what streets feel like without cars. It will
also be a chance for residents to give input on the proposed North Minneapolis Greenway project. A park trail
running through the core of North Minneapolis is hard to imagine, the Open Streets greenway experience will
demonstrate what it could feel like if this trail becomes a reality. Don’t miss this chance to experience it and
chime in. Walk, bike, blade to the event and explore the neighborhood. Joining the planning process or volun-
teer for the event at OpenStreets@mplsbike.org.

Community input considered for Northside bikeway 

Home improvement ideas and history at Home Tour

   More than 50 homes in Minneapolis and Saint Paul will be open during the 27th annual Minneapolis &
Saint Paul Home Tour. The free, self-guided tour Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, April 27, 1-
5 p.m., gives homeowners inspiration and ideas on how to improve their homes.
   As the Tour marks 27th year showing “real homes, real people, real ideas,” residents open their doors to
show creative and practical ideas for remodeling every room in the house, and finding or adding useful space.
At many homes, contractors, architects and other trades people are also available to talk with guests. The ex-
change of cards drives commerce in a low-key, friendly setting. Visitors will also get inside views of changes
in the cities’ landscape, from Green Homes North in Minneapolis, to the Schmidt Artists Lofts rejuvenating
what was an historic brewery. Homeowners are restoring classic historic homes in both cities.
   To plan a free, self-guided tour, visitors can go to MSPHomeTour.com or pick up a copy of the Home Tour
Guides with maps and descriptions of all the homes at local Hennepin County libraries after the first week in
April. The Minneapolis and Saint Paul Home Tour, a celebration of city living, is sponsored by the City of
Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development department, Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic
Development, and various corporate and non-profit sponsors. For info call Margo Ashmore at 612-867-4874. 
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One pack a day equals savings of over $2,500 per year.
Two packs a day equals savings of $5,000 per year.
Get your loved ones switched to E-cigs today.Get your loved ones switched to E-cigs today.

4 No Smelly Clothes!
4 No Bad Breath!
4 No Stained Teeth!
4 No Second Hand Smoke!

Smoke a Pack a day?
Switch to E-Cigs and SAVE

$2,500 a year!
CUSTOM MIXING THOUSANDS OF FLAVOR

COMBINATIONS PICK YOUR NICOTINE LEVEL.
20% OFF
ANY E-CIG

STARTER KIT

3 10ML BOTTLES
OF E-LIQUID FOR
$25.00

3 30ML BOTTLES
OF E-LIQUID FOR

$45.00
Brings price down to $5 per 10mls.

REDEEM THESE COUPONS FOR BIG SAVINGS.

NOW OPEN IN
ROBIN CENTER 4066 Lakeland Ave. N.

Robbinsdale • 763.535.6611

Camden Arts

   Have you ever been in a theater with 260 people who are singing to-
gether? If you’ve never experienced this, or if it’s been a long time since
you’ve sung with others, it’s really big fun!
   But don’t take our word for it. Come to the Camden Music School’s
(CMS) Singin’ at the Screen sing-along at 7 p.m. Friday, April 4 at the
Capri Theater, 2027 West Broadway.  
   The star of the show is you, the audience. You’ll be singing hit songs
from movies and TV shows like Happy (from Despicable Me 2), Love is

All Around (from the Mary Tyler
Moore Show), themes from
Gilligan’s Island and The Bev-
erly Hillbillies, Seasons of Love
(from Rent), Moon River (from
Breakfast at Tiffany’s), and
many more, plus a few classic
TV commercials.  

All of the song lyrics are
projected on screen so it’s easy
to sing along. Singers of all abilities and “just listeners” are welcome.   

The extraordinarily talented Dan Chouinard is host for the
evening. T. Mychael Rambo,
Dane Stauffer, Prudence John-
son, Katy Hays and Gary Rue
are the song leaders. All the
singing is backed by an amaz-
ing band comprised of Bill
Chouinard on bass, Daryl

Boudreaux on percussion, Gary Rue on guitar, Dave Hanzel on drums,
and of course Chouinard on piano. 
   Camden Music School is closing in June, and they’re “going out on a
high note” with this grand finale sing-along celebration. Come and sing

‘n smile the whole night long. 
Tickets are going fast!

$25 in advance and $30 at the
door. Purchase tickets at cam-
denmusicschool.com or 612-
529-2317. Event proceeds go to
direct sing-along costs and
CMS closing expenses. More
info 612-618-0219 or cam-
denmusicschool.com. Music for all at Hopewell’s 2nd

Annual Founders Day fundraiser 

   The Hopewell Music Cooperative North presents their 2nd Annual
Founders Day Funder at River of Life Lutheran Church on Saturday,
April 5 at 6 p.m. The concert is in the sanctuary at 2200 Fremont and is
open to all ages. There is a suggested $10 donation at the door.
   Come hear a variety of music ensembles including the Hopewell Com-
munity Choir, Jazz Ensemble, Orchestra and Flute Choir along with
other student solo performances. Both the flute choir and orchestra have
the exciting opportunity to do pieces by local composers: The flute choir
will perform Zephyr by Ian Cook and the orchestra will premier Olorun
and the Orishas by Dameun Strange, a co founder of Hopewell.
   After the concert enjoy a reception with music provided by Hopewell
students, and bid on raffle items donated by local businesses including
Goddess of Glass, Costco, Jungle Theatre and many more.
   If you would like to support Hopewell but are unable to attend go to
hopewellmusic.com to discover how you can help bring high quality
music education to the Northside.

An evening like no other, singin’ at the screen
Celebrating CMS with songs from favorite movies and TV shows

By Janet Zahn

Dan Chouinard.

T. Michael Rambo.

Prudence Johnson.

Katy Hays.

Gary Rue.

Workhouse presents Eastern
Standard
By Mark Webb 

The Workhouse Theatre Company’s (WTC) upcoming stage produc-
tion is Eastern Standard by Richard Greenberg. This production features
Lamar Jefferson, Danielle Krivinchuk, Kristen Mathisen, Gabriel Mur-
phy, Paul Rutledge and Lauren Wills, and is directed by Richard Jack-
son, WTC’s Co-Artistic Director. Richard is no stranger to Workhouse
Theatre Company. He was last seen in The Eight: Reindeer Monologs,
and he directed But not for Love, Torch Song Trilogy and the Ivey Award
winning ‘night, Mother.  

In Eastern Standard are four upper class New Yorkers, too clever and
too privileged for their own good; a suicidal architect, a disaffected TV
writer, an ostracized stockbroker and a romantically challenged painter.
When they cross paths with a schizophrenic homeless woman and an
opportunistic waitress/actress, their personal and professional entangle-
ments spiral hilariously out of control in ways they could never have
imagined. 

The show runs Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from March 28 (open-
ing night) to April 13 at The Warren, 4400 Osseo Road (Penn and 44th).
Show times are Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m.
There is a special pay-what-you-can performance on Monday, March
31 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 at the door ($13 online) and $13 for stu-
dents and senior citizens ($11 online). 

In conversations following our co-production of But Not For Love,
Workhouse Theatre Company and the Flower Shop Project decided to
merge our efforts under the Workhouse brand. Despite our different areas
of focus, we found our artistic philosophies very much in tune. Our new
association has provided us with the opportunity and the capability to
restart Workhouse Theatre Company’s educational programming, reboot
the Greenhouse Project with readings since October 2013, and offer our
first production in Eastern Standard. Info: workhousetheatre.org or 612-
216-1583.

521-2466

3858 Thomas N
. FAMILY HAIRFAMILY HAIR

STYLINGSTYLING
Flexible Hours:

OPEN Mon.-Sat.HAIR FAIR

Ha
ppy

Eas
ter!

Spring
is coming! Protect

your pet against heartworm
disease, fleas and ticks.

Call us today!



Fourth 
Ward 

Report

Council Member Barbara A. Johnson
Phone: 673-2204

Web page: www.minneapolismn.gov/ward4/index.htm
Contact Form: ww.minneapolismn.gov/ward 4/contact-ward4

2014 Paint-A-Thon applications available
Each year, on the first weekend in August, Metro Paint-A-
Thon rallies volunteer teams from corporations, congrega-
tions and civic groups to paint the homes of seniors and people
with disabilities. The program helps homeowners remain liv-
ing independently in their own homes and improves neigh-
borhoods throughout the Twin Cities seven-county
metropolitan area.  
Paint-A-Thon welcomes referrals and accepts applications
from all eligible homeowners. To be considered, completed
applications must be received by mid-April. Selected home-
owners are notified by mail in early July of each year. For
more information or an application, call 612-276-1579 or visit
paintathon.gmcc.org.

Summer youth activity opportunities
Summer is just around the corner and youth activity opportu-
nities are a great way to keep kids involved and busy during
out of school time. There are several options available to res-
idents and youth. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
is a great resource for families looking for youth sports and
programs – visit minneapolisparks.org to find out more info
about activities happening at a park near you. Minneapolis
Community Education also offers many programs and activ-
ities for youth (as well as adults). Watch for brochures in the
mail or visit mplscommunityed.com and browse various
classes. Lastly, the Police Activities League (PAL) has a vari-
ety of athletic and non-athletic activities available to youth.

Football, basketball, volleyball, Summer Fitness Program,
Shop with a Cop, Homework Helper and Waterpark Wednes-
days are just a few examples of the types of programming of-
fered for kids. For more information on how your child can
get involved with PAL call 612-673-3447 or
minneapolispal.org. 

Earth Day Clean-Up 
This year’s annual Earth Day Clean-Up is Saturday, April 26
from 9:30 a.m.-noon. It’s easy to get involved; no pre-regis-
tration is required. Arrive at any clean-up site and check in at
the registration table. A site coordinator will give you gloves
and bags, and instruct you where to go and where to leave
trash. The annual event involves cleaning Minneapolis parks,
neighborhoods, watersheds and water bodies including: the
Chain of Lakes, Lake Nokomis, Lake Hiawatha, Powderhorn
Lake, Diamond Lake, Shingle Creek, Minnehaha Creek, Bas-
sett’s Creek and the Mississippi River. For more information
and to view site locations, visit minneapolisearthday.com. If
you are interested in getting involved in Earth Day through
site coordination, please contact Tom Godfrey, Event Coordi-
nator, at 612-230-6484 or TGodfrey@minneapolisparks.org.

4th Ward E-Newsletter
Sign up for the 4th Ward email newsletter at public.govdeliv-
ery.com/accounts/MPLS/subscriber/new? 
Enter your email address; under “subscription topics” select
“Ward 4-Barbara Johnson” under City Council then submit.
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Paint-A-Thon paints homes 

   Each year, on the first weekend in August, Metro Paint-A-Thon rallies
volunteer teams from corporations, congregations and civic groups to
paint the homes of seniors and people with disabilities. 
   The program helps homeowners remain living independently in their
own homes and improves neighborhoods throughout the Twin Cities
seven-county metropolitan area. Since 1984, Metro Paint-A-Thon vol-
unteers have painted more than 6,000 homes. 
   Paint-A-Thon welcomes referrals and accepts applications from all el-
igible homeowners. To be considered, completed applications must be
received by mid-April. Selected homeowners are notified by mail in
early July of each year.
   To qualify, the applicant must meet the following criteria: Be over the
age of 60 or have a permanent physical disability. Own and occupy a
single-family home in Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott
or Washington County that needs the exterior painted, but does not need
major repairs. Meet monthly household income guidelines. For info or
application call 612-276-1579 or visit paintathon.gmcc.org. 

Help others and help yourself

   Help an elderly Northside resident stay safely in their home. One-time
or ongoing unpaid volunteer assignments available. Do simple or com-
plex home improvement chores ranging from yard work, painting, clean-
ing and fix-it tasks. Perfect for individuals, groups and families (kids
age 7 or older when supervised by an adult). The resident will offer a
happy smile.
   And think spring! Improve your health while helping a senior remain
independent in their home. You choose the date and time to rake and
clean up the yard and/or gutters. Seasonal, starting mid-April (depending
upon the weather). This is a one-time unpaid fun, flexible activity on
weekdays or weekends. Feel free to sign up multiple times!
   Exact location depends upon where the senior citizen resides. Ongoing
unpaid volunteer opportunities are available with lawn mowing and as-
sisting with handyperson activities. One time opportunities are occasion-
ally available. Contact Jeanne at srvolunteer@neighborhoodinvolve.org,
612-746-8549 or neighborhoodinvolve.org.
   The Seniors Program of Neighborhood Involvement Program (NIP)
assists folks aged 65 and over in North Minneapolis (with the exception
of north of N 44th Ave.). NIP provides a variety of services so that elders
can remain safely in their home or apartment. Services are specialized
for each resident. For info about NIP Senior Services contact Henreen
at seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org, 612-374-3322 or neighborhood-
involve.org. Senior citizens who reside north of 44th Ave. should contact
the Senior Linkage Line at 1-800-333-2433 or MinnesotaHelp.info for
info about services in their neighborhood.

tunities for everybody to get involved in some cause,
regardless of their areas of interest. Leading a busy
life needn’t be an impediment to making a difference.
While some organizations have minimum time com-
mitments, many others welcome any contribution –
no matter how brief or sporadic – from community
members.
   People typically think of volunteering as benefiting
the cause being served, whether that is a group of in-
dividuals, the environment, or some other recipient.
As any volunteer can attest to, however, serving pro-
vides many personal benefits. Volunteering can allow
individuals to build workforce skills while develop-
ing stronger leadership abilities and nurturing their
own well-being.
   Volunteering on the Northside represents a way to
improve safety and increase opportunity for all Cam-
den residents. Serving provides an opportunity for in-
dividuals to connect with the community in stronger
ways. Families can grow closer while serving to-
gether, meanwhile benefiting neighbors and area in-
stitutions – such as schools, arts organizations, and
community centers.
   When people are invested in creating a better qual-
ity of life in the community, everyone benefits. Kick
things off early in the month – and carry on the habit.
   Following is just a small sampling of opportunities
available to Camden residents:
   v Help in our parks. In addition to organizing the
annual Minneapolis Earth Day Clean Up (see article
pag 1), the Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board
provides additional opportunities to volunteer. People
are needed to coach youth sports, lead park classes,
complete gardening projects and help at special
events. Learn more about individual and group vol-
unteer projects at volunteers@minneapolisparks.org
or 612-313-7779.
   v Assist in our libraries. The Hennepin County
Library features opportunities for people of all ages
to volunteer. Adults can provide homework assis-
tance to K–12 students or help nontraditional learners
improve English skills, prepare for GED exams or
ready for occupational assessments. Teen volunteers
can work with books, create displays, assist with li-
brary programming, and serve in other roles. People
interested can visit hclib.org or call 612-543-8633.
   v Get involved in a neighborhood association.
Each of Camden’s seven neighborhoods has a group

of people who organize events and engage with res-
idents on area issues. People can join in community-
building efforts in a wide range of roles. From
volunteering at a community forum to joining an as-
sociation committee, there are many opportunities to
improve the quality of life in a neighborhood while
getting to know others who live there. Get neighbor-
hood association contact information on pages 8 and
9.
   v Join a block club. While warmer April temper-
atures lift the spirit after a cold winter, the crime rate
also rises in spring and summer months. People who
want to be part of the solution can join a block or
apartment club. Crime prevention specialists from the
Minneapolis Police Department train volunteers to
work with neighbors to lower crime and improve the
quality of life in a location. To learn more contact
crime.prevention@minneapolismn.gov or 612-673-
5704. 
   v Volunteer in a school. Many Camden Commu-
nity parents already volunteer in schools attended by
their children. People who aren’t necessarily parents,
however, can also join in the effort to improve learn-
ing and achievement among students in Minneapolis
Public Schools. Volunteers, under the supervision of
a classroom teacher or school staff person, tutor in-
dividuals or groups of students in diverse subject
areas. For more info contact
volunteermps@mpls.k12.mn.us or  612-668-3880.
   v Help a senior. Many initiatives benefit seniors
in the community, including the Neighborhood In-
volvement Program. Some volunteers help those 60
and over complete chores such as cleaning, lawn
mowing and minor home maintenance. Other partic-
ipants make social visits or arrange recreational ac-
tivities for people who live alone or in nursing homes.
Individuals who are interested can contact
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org or 612-374-3322.
   If none of these volunteer options have appeal, pur-
suing opportunities through a house of worship, an
employer, or a civic organization can result in the
right placement. There are also many different web-
sites that provide leads for making a difference in the
community. HandsOn Twin Cities (handsontwinci-
ties.org), VolunteerMatch (volunteermatch.org), and
the Corporation for National and Community Service
(nationalservice.gov) are just a few.

Volunteer continued from page 1

FREE WIFI
ATM

NEWLY INSTALLED DEBIT/
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTANCE
ON WASHERS & DRYERS

4180 W. BROADWAY
(NEXT TO MCDONALDS)

ROBBINSDALE
763.230.7633

WWW.LOADSOFLAUNDRY.NET
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 7AM-10PM

$1 OFF
WASH
EVERY
MON & WED

USE OUR LARGE WASHERS/ 
DRYERS FOR SLEEPING BAGS,

COMFORTERS & QUILTS

NOW OFFERING LOYALTY CARD:
EARN FREE DRYS AND BONUS
CASH EACH TIME YOU WASH

Caulking
Tuckpointing
Waterproofing

Pressure Washing
Concrete Restoration
Brick – Block – Stone

Chimney Repair

It’s not too late for free tax prep 

   Free tax preparation for seniors and lower income persons began in
February at the Hennepin County North Regional Library and Oak Park
Center.  Trained and certified AARP Tax-Aide Volunteers may help with
personal income tax, rent credit, property tax refunds and other tax is-
sues. These are IRS authorized E-File locations. Bring a photo ID, So-
cial Security Cards for yourself and your family, and tax documents
from employers, pensions, banks, etc. If you are a renter, bring the 2013
CRP certificate from your landlord. If you are a homeowner bring your
property tax statement payable in 2014.  Bring last year’s tax return and
anything else you think may be important. 
   Oak Park Center, 1701 Oak Park Ave. N., tax preparation continues
every Monday through April 14, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Call 612-377-7000 for
an appointment. Appointments will get preferences but walk-ins are ac-
cepted if tax-aide counselors are available.  
   Free tax preparation at the Hennepin County North Regional Library,
1315 Lowry Ave. N., continues on Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. through
April 9, and on Saturdays, 10 a.m.- 1 p.m. through April 12. Customers
are served on a first come, first served basis. 
   Sponsored by AARP Foundation, the IRS and Minnesota Revenue in
cooperation with Hennepin County North Regional Library and Pills-
bury United Communities Oak Park Center.

For Camden News ad rates,
call 612-521-3060 or email: 

ccn@bhi.com
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Outdoors
The Lind Community Garden and the Lind-Bohanon Neighborhood 
Association, are proud to grow our community by sponsoring the 
Potting Shed and Outdoor articles in the Camden News. For more 
information go to: www.lindbohanon.org or visit the garden at the

intersection of 51st and Dupont Ave N.

The need for trees
By Amy Chapman, U of M Extension Master Gardener

   In this month of pink marsh-
mallow bunnies, let’s take a closer
look at the three species of “bun-
nies” we have right here in Min-
nesota:  the eastern cottontail,
snowshoe hare and white-tailed
jackrabbit. Not one of which is
actually pink…
   Rabbits and hares are not ro-
dents, but are actually members
of the Order Lagomorpha. The
eastern cottontail is the most com-
mon lagomorph in Minnesota,
and our only rabbit. The snow-
shoe hare lives in northern Min-
nesota. The white-tailed
jackrabbit is found mostly in
western Minnesota. Both of these
species are hares, so unlike rab-
bits, their young are born with fur,
eyes wide open, and are able to
hop around soon after being born.
The fur of both snowshoe hares
and white-tailed jackrabbits
changes from brown to
white in winter. Both
hares are incredibly
fast—snowshoe
hares can travel at
30 mph and leap
12 ft. in a sin-
gle bound,
while white-tailed
jackrabbits are even faster at 40
mph and can leap 10 ft. at a time. 
   At North Mississippi Regional
Park eastern cottontails spend
days in hollow logs hiding from
predators including red foxes,
coyotes, hawks, owls, mink, rac-
coons and skunks. Active mostly
at dawn, dusk and during the
night, it is easy to spot where they
have been:  branches snipped at a
clean 45 degree angle, tracks in a
triangle pattern, and droppings
shaped like coco puffs are all
signs left behind by cottontails.   
   Cottontails molt twice a year. In
the fall they grow a longer grey
coat to help them stay warm. In
winter they adapt to a diet of
twigs, bark, buds and in addition
produce special droppings that
they can re-ingest to extract all of
the nutrients from their food.
Winter can be a challenge for cot-
tontails, so staying dry and eating
their own nutrient-rich droppings
are two cottontail methods for
survival.  
   In spring cottontails shed their
long grey fur, grow a shorter red-
dish coat and start eating anything
green they can find. With spring
also comes the cottontail dance,
as they seem to leap for joy that
winter is over. Actually, it is a
mating behavior called “cavort-
ing.” Female cottontails can have
four litters a year, with an average

of five young per litter. Young
cottontails are born naked, blind
and helpless in a shallow nest of
grass and fur. They stay with their
mother for three weeks before
they become independent.   
   The red foxes, hawks and owls
we enjoy seeing in our parks and
neighborhoods depend on cotton-
tails as an important part of their
prey base. Cottontails have excel-
lent vision, hearing and sense of
smell, all which help them avoid
being eaten; if a predator is
around, they remain motionless
and blend into their surroundings
using their fur coloration as cam-
ouflage. If detected, their next op-
tion is to bound away in a zig-zag
pattern. Their last defense is to
squeal or grunt to scare away the

predator.  With that said,
most cottontails do not

live past 3 years of
age.  

As we enjoy
spring this year,

and as the rabbits
eat our tulips, I hope

we can think more
kindly of these amaz-
ing, cute, wild ani-

mals. After all, life’s
not always easy hopping down
the bunny trail…
   Join us for the following nature
programs. Reservations are re-
quired. Call 763-559-6700. Min-
nesota’s Geologic Past: Iron Ores
and Silica Sand, Friday, April 11,
9:30-11:30 a.m., ages 16+, $5.
Heron Egg Hunt, Saturday, April
12, 10 a.m.-noon, all ages, $5.
Heron Homecoming & Shuttle,
Wednesday, April 16, 10:30 a.m.-
noon, ages 16+, $5. Egg Drop,
Saturday, April 19, 10 a.m.-noon,
ages: 4+, $5.
   For young children and their
adults: Sun, Wind & Rain, Tues-
day, April 8, 10-11:30 a.m., ages
2-5. $5 each-adult and child. Rep-
tiles and Amphibians, Thursday,
April 10, 10-11 a.m., ages birth-
2. $5 for adult/child pair. Puppet
Escapades, Mystery Egg, Tues-
day, April 22, 10-11 a.m., ages 2-
6. $4 each-adult and child.
   For all ages: Come by on Sun-
day afternoons anytime between
1-3 p.m. for Free Family Fun-
days. Enjoy Fabulous Frogs on
April 6; Storywalking: An Egg is
Quiet on April 13; Feed the Ani-
mals on April 20; and Earth
Event-Trash Survey on April 27.
Reservations not required. Call us
at 763-694-7693 for info or visit
our website at Threerivers
parks.org.

Hopping down the bunny trail�
By Andrea Schwartz, Interpretive Naturalist, Kroening Interpretive Center

   The view out our windows has been bleak for the
last five months but this winter’s landscape wasn’t so
bad if you looked into a yard filled with trees and
shrubs. In our climate we can’t ignore these impor-
tant landscape elements for the ‘off’ season.
   When properly placed, trees and shrubs create a
backdrop for perennial and annual plantings. They
screen trash cans, alleys and parking lots, your neigh-
bor’s junked car, and other undesirable views. They
visually anchor your home in the landscape, and can
provide food and shelter for wildlife, and provide us
fruit. Trees even increase our property value. Each
large front-yard tree adds about 1 percent to the resale
value of a home (Anderson and Cordell, 1988).
   While these are all good things, the trees that make
up Minneapolis’ urban forest also improve the quality
of our soil, water and air. They conserve energy, have
proven to reduce crime and stress, and reduce noise
pollution (project idea — planting near railroad and
against concrete walls adjacent to I-94).
   The importance of urban greening is supported by
research. The following facts are from a study, “Mid-
west community tree guide: benefits, costs and strate-
gic planting.” Davis, CA: Center for Urban Forest
Research, USDA Forest Service.
   • 100 large, mature trees intercept 538,700 gallons
of rainfall per year. Trees improve water quality by
slowing and filtering rain water, as well as protecting
aquifers and watersheds.
   • 100 large, mature trees remove 53.1 tons of CO2
from the atmosphere per year and 430 lbs. of pollu-
tants per year.
   • Shade from two large trees on the west side of a
house and one on the east side save 56 percent of a
typical residence’s annual air-conditioning costs. Or
for those without air conditioning trees can keep
buildings up to 20 degrees cooler in the summer. 
   • Trees lower air temperature by evaporating water
in their leaves.
   • The amount of oxygen produced by an acre of
trees per year equals the amount consumed by 18
people annually. Trees renew our air supply by ab-
sorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen.
   • Shoppers shop more often and longer in well-
landscaped business districts, and pay up to 12 per-
cent more for goods and services.
   While Minneapolis is considered one of the 10-best
cities for urban forestry in the country, there’s always
room to improve. Citywide single and two-family
residences have about 40 percent of land covered
with tree canopy but the same properties have the po-

tential to cover 76
percent more area
with trees.
   The Victory
Neighborhood has
a 36 percent Urban
Tree Canopy (UTC) and there is room to increase the
UTC by 35 percent on areas with grass or impervious
surface - areas where it is theoretically possible to
plant trees. Other North Minneapolis neighborhoods
have both higher and lower UTCs. That information
can be found if you google “Minneapolis Tree
Canopy.”
   Over the last two summers our neighborhoods
have lost many trees to severe weather. It’s also a re-
ality that ash trees on boulevards are going to be re-
moved. All ash trees will become infested with
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and eventually die. As
part of the city’s plan to reduce the impact of canopy
loss due to EAB damage, they intend to reduce the
impact by replacing a small percentage of ash trees
at a time. This is in contrast to replacing all of the
trees on a block at once. Replacement trees will be
selected with the goal of growing a more diverse
urban forest. Where space permits, they will plant
“buddy” trees near existing ash trees in parks to start
growing the next canopy. Consider “buddy” planting
in your own yard where you have an ash tree.
   If you believe in the power of trees and a healthy
urban forest, consider doing your part by planting
trees on your own property and encourage your
neighbors to do the same. Contact the Victory Neigh-
borhood office for information on local tree-planting
and tree-care efforts or attend the upcoming work-
shop sponsored by the Victory Neighborhood Envi-
ronmental Committee.
   On Saturday, April 5 the committee will be pre-
senting “Landscaping with Trees and Shrubs in an
Urban Environment” at the Webber Park Community
Center, 4400 Dupont Ave. N from 10 a.m.-noon; it’s
free and open to all. Landscape professionals will dis-
cuss the need to replace trees lost to city ash-tree re-
moval and the storm damage of the last two
summers; the economic and environmental benefits
of trees and shrubs; how to choose, plant and care for
trees; recommended species for Minneapolis yards
and how to incorporate them into your landscape, and
sources of inexpensive trees and shrubs.
   “The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.” – Proverb

Word search answers — 
see puzzle on page 9

• Outstanding 
Craftsmanship
• Competetive Prices
• Floors Done Your Way

Kimberly Caprini 612.423.0082
yourwayflooring.com

Family owned, licensed, bonded, 14 years experience

Thanks for
donating to
the Camden
Community

News

Thanks to all of you who
have donated to the non-
profit Camden News. You
can donate anytime! Send
your tax-deductible gift to
Camden News, PO Box
11492, Mpls., MN 55411 or
go to          camdenews.org
and donate via Paypal.
Thanks for supporting the
Camden Community News!

Ronald & Carol Gomez
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Outdoors
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When to help your wild animal
neighbors, when not to
By Animal Humane Society, Golden Valley

   Each year, approximately 2,500 wild animals are helped by Animal
Humane Society. The AHS wildlife team partners with a local organiza-
tion called Wildlife Rehabilitation & Release to take in and treat injured
and orphaned wildlife at AHS’s Golden Valley facility. AHS relies on a
network of volunteers and licensed wildlife rehabilitators to help stabi-
lize, care for and release the animals.
   AHS and all animal welfare organizations are grateful for the people
in our community who care about wildlife and want to help, but it’s im-
portant to first learn how to tell if wild animals need assistance. This
will allow you to determine if bringing the animal in is in its best inter-
est.
   Last spring, a fawn only a few days old was brought to AHS. The fawn
was discovered an hour earlier quietly resting in a flower bed. Wildlife
technicians assessed the fawn and found him to be very healthy and hy-
drated. In this case, the fawn was not in need of assistance and was
brought back to where he was found. The fawn’s mother appeared twice
to check on him and at the end of the day returned and called for her
baby which sprung to his feet and followed her.
   Spotting a baby animal by itself doesn’t necessarily mean it’s an or-
phan. In this case, the doe was simply keeping her fawn in a safe place
until she could return. Many wildlife parents leave their young alone
during the day, sometimes for long periods of time. If the babies are still
dependent, the mother is usually nearby, discreetly keeping an eye on
them. Explore the AHS wildlife website to learn how to determine if a
wild animal is truly orphaned before taking action.
   There are other situations where wildlife need help in order to survive.
Last year, a group of 13 infant Virginia opossums were brought to AHS.
The babies were orphaned when their mother was struck and killed by
a vehicle. A passerby saw the babies crawling on the deceased mother
and was able to gather them and keep them safe and warm overnight be-
fore bringing them to AHS. 
   The siblings were uninjured but very dirty and dehydrated. They were
cleaned, given fluids and placed on supportive heat. The nine sisters and
four brothers then received care from a licensed wildlife rehabilitator
until they were ready to be released back into the wild.
   If you find an injured wild animal, the AHS Wildlife Department pro-
vides info on how to help each individual species. You can also call the
AHS Wildlife Department at 763-489-2223.Wildlife can be dropped off
in Golden Valley at Incoming Animals weekdays from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
and weekends 10 a.m.-6 p.m. No appointment is needed to bring in
wildlife.  

block area affected have been forced to vacate their
basements and will forever question the causes for
cancers and other ailments that have impacted their
community in the last 50 years.
   In the 1980s, when this problem was being ignored
by the EPA and MPCA, the practice of polluting our
lakes, rivers and land was not an uncommon among
large companies. This fact helps remind us that indi-
vidual communities need to be an advocating force
for the health of their own environments. Large en-
vironmental agencies benefit when the communities
they are working within guide them towards the en-
vironmental preservation and restoration strategies
that will best fit the needs of the people they are serv-
ing.
   In a CEED introductory video found on their
homepage, CEED Legal Analyst, Liza Guerro-
O’Reily states, “The importance of all this is that
there is leadership going on locally and globally, and
where there are failures in government, the people
can lead where they left off and keep pushing. We’re
not only looking out for our own children, we are
looking out for your children too.” (Find more info
on the CEED website about who represents your
community’s environmental issues within various
governmental task forces, and what you can do to
make your concerns heard.)
   Earth Day is only one opportunity to do this. As in
years past, the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
will be hosting Earth Day Clean-Up events on Sat-
urday, April 26 from 9:30 a.m. to noon. There are

over 35 clean-up sites in the Minneapolis area, in-
cluding Shingle Creek, Theodore Wirth Park and the
banks of the Mississippi. No pre-registration or fees
are required to participate. Visit minneapolisearth-
day.com for more info.
   More importantly, Earth Day is a reminder of the
environmental problems we’ve inherited, and the
daily steps we can take for those that will inherit from
us, in order to make their lives better and healthier
than our own.
   Note: In addition to the Environmental Justice
Atlas, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s
What’s in My Neighborhood website also has an in-
teractive map that includes detailed info about sites
that are currently under investigation for environ-
mentally hazardous activities or have been investi-
gated for such activities in the past:
cf.pca.state.mn.us/wimn.
   Sources:
• umn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basic
viewer/index.html?appid=a826e71660804b97afd
942c1d5001c22
• mncompass.org/_pdfs/neighborhood-profiles/
Minneapolis-WebberCamden-102011.pdf
• startribune.com/lifestyle/health/250478591.
html?page=1&c=y
• news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/04/
090421-earth-day-facts/
• millcitytimes.com/news/mprb-announces-2014-
earth-day-clean-up-event.html
• cf.pca.state.mn.us/wimn/siteInfo.cfm?siteid=54354275

Earth Day continued from page 1

   Now, after a particularly brutal, record-breaking
winter is behind us and spring has finally arrived,
Camden residents can start thinking about their gar-
dens. For those of you who have never tended a gar-
den before, or if you live in an apartment but have a
desire to grow your own tomatoes or carrots, then
you might want to consider becoming a community
gardener. 
   Experienced, and first time gardeners, can now be-
come community gardeners through the Homegrown
Minneapolis Community Garden Program that en-
courages residents to grow their own vegetables right
in their own neighborhood. The City of Minneapolis
has designated 29 vacant lots (from the aftermath of
the Northside tornado) as community gardens and at
least 10 of those lots are conveniently located in the
Camden area. Minneapolis is making good use of the
vacant land because seeing green leafed vegetables
that are intermingled with an occasional golden
marigold or a delicate moss rose is more lovely and
pleasing to the eye than unattractive and unwieldy
weeds that can blight any neighborhood.  
   Who are community gardeners? They are families,
neighbors or church members who have an invested
interest in their community and share a common in-
terest of growing their own produce. Not to be con-
fused with urban farmers who often sell or donate
their harvest, community gardeners share a common
goal with their neighbors to grow their own produce
to feed their families. In a large city where residents
are too busy working and/or involved with their chil-
dren’s activities to find time to even talk to their
neighbors, a community garden can be a good place
where neighbors can reconnect and build a sense of
community. It is also an excellent opportunity for
children to learn from first-hand experience how to
grow their own vegetables. They learn about soil
composition, the ratio of sun and water that is needed
for the seedlings to flourish, and the importance of
weeding. But most of all they learn the value of good
nutrition by eating the fruits of their bounty. 
   The community garden is relatively new to Min-
neapolis despite having been a main staple in Amer-
ican cities for years, literally from New York to
Seattle and from Boston to Frankfort, Kentucky;
communities have been actively engaged in commu-
nity gardening.  The City of Minneapolis has only of-
ficially been in the community garden business since
2010. The concept fits right into Minneapolis’ com-

mitment of promoting a healthy lifestyle that fosters
interaction among residents in a positive shared en-
deavor while endorsing educational principles of sus-
tainability that enhances the beauty of Minneapolis
neighborhoods. Lots can be leased by residents as
long as they are sponsored by a nonprofit organiza-
tion and the gardeners themselves do not intend to
sell their harvest. The nonprofit supplies the liability
insurance while the gardeners give their time, energy
and dedication. The lease fee is $1 and the adminis-
trative cost is $25. The lease for first-time group gar-
deners is for one year, while experienced group
gardeners may be eligible for a three- to -five year
lease. A $250 damage deposit is also required. Visit
minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/homegrown/dhfs_
gardeners to find maps and lot locations. Applications
are processed by Kaye Anderson at Community Plan-
ning and Economic Development (CPED), 612-673-
5051. Applications are approved on a first come first
basis. 
   Now that you know how to apply for a lease the
next step is to plan and actually plant your garden.
This might seem like a daunting task if you did not
grow up on a farm or if you live in an apartment, but
you are not alone because there are resources avail-
able that will support you every step of the way. For
you novice gardeners you can find support and edu-
cation at the Local Resource Hub through a nonprofit
called Gardening Matters. The hubs are located
throughout Minneapolis in homes, churches and
community centers offering classes and tools to give
fledgling gardeners the confidence to succeed. The
classes are given by gardeners who have special ex-
pertise on vegetable gardening and are motivated to
pass on their knowledge to fellow gardeners. Anyone
can teach a class as long as they have the time and
the desire to share their gardening experiences. To
get everyone started Gardening Matters will be dis-
tributing vegetable plants and seeds on May 17
throughout Minneapolis including a Northside loca-
tion. The locations have yet to be announced.  For
more info about this and about the Local Resource
Hub contact Gardener Matters at 612-821-2358.  
   Washington Post writer and author Clare Ansberry
said, “Gardens and flowers have a way of bringing
people together, drawing them from their homes.”
Bringing people together is at the very heart of what
community gardening is all about, so give it a try and
see what grows.

Harvesting good will with community gardens on
the Northside 
By Vicki Young
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Camden Neighborhoods

588-7641
April 3, Board Meeting,
2-4 p.m. Carl Kroenig
Int. Center

588-4817  
April 8, Annual Meeting,
6:30-8 p.m., Carl Kroening
Int. Center

276-1541
April 7, General Meet-
ing and Board Elections,
7 p.m., 3300 Lyndale
Ave. N.

Community
Meeting, 7 p.m.,
The Warren

521-2100 
April 3, Board Meeting, 6:30
p.m., WCNO Office

521-2100
April 7, Board
Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
FNA Office

588-1155
April 21
Board Meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m.,
Lucy Laney
School

April 23
529-9558 

Tuesday, April 1, LBNA Crime and Safety meeting 7-8 p.m.
Thursday, April 3, LBNA Board Meeting 2-4 p.m. Carl Kroening Int. Center

Wednesday, April 16, LBNA Home and Art Fair Committee 6:30-8 p.m.
Tuesday, April 22, LBNA Executive Committee meeting 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Please see our website for any updates.

Mark your calendars for the 2nd LBNA Home and Art Fair
Mark your calendars for the 2nd Lind Bohanon Home and Art Fair on Saturday, June 28. We’re plan-

ning another unique and exciting blend of home show and art fair to give a flavor of the best northern gate-
way, the Lind Bohanon neighborhood, and all that the seven neighborhoods of the Camden Community have
to offer in Minneapolis! What would you like to see at this year’s fair? Want to volunteer to help plan or for
the day of the event? Our next planning meeting is April 16 at 6:30 p.m. at Shingle Creek Commons! Con-

tact us! Go to lindbohanonhomeandartfair.com for more details!

Lind Community Garden applications
The Lind Community Garden has 60 garden plots available!

If you’ve been looking for a place to plant a garden locally and would be interested in using a commu-
nity garden plot in the Lind-Bohanon area— we want to hear from you! Cost of a 6’x12’ plot is $20 and in-
cludes the background check that is required since the garden is on school property. For more info and an

application for the garden check out our website at lindbohanon.org.

Large or small the LBNA Home Improvement Loan Program can help!
Take advantage of help to improve your property! Every repaid loan helps our community.

This home improvement loan program offers residents attractive home loans at below market rates! For
more info contact Brenda Yaritz, Center for Energy and Environment, 612-335-5891. For loan details and

application go to lindbohanon.org.

We need you! Run for the McKinley Community Board of Directors
We really do! If you live, work or own a business in the McKinley neighborhood you are eligible to be on

the neighborhood Board of Directors. No experience is necessary, but passion for improving the neighborhood, long-term
vision and a willingness to collaborate with the whole community is essential. Time commitments vary, but expect at least 6-
8 hours per month for research, meetings, etc. Residents will vote for seven open seats on the Board of Directors during the
April 7 McKinley Community Meeting at 7 p.m. in our neighborhood office, 3300 Lyndale Ave. North. Five seats are for a
two-year term, two seats are for a one-year term. Call 612-588-7550 or email mckinleycommunity@yahoo.com if you would
like an application or have questions about being a Board Member. All applicants must have their completed applications in by
5 p.m. Friday, April 4. All applicants will have up to two minutes each during the meeting to tell meeting attendees about them-
selves and to be followed by a brief Q&A period.

Support healthy food, local jobs and the McKinley Community by becoming a member of the 
McKinley Community CSA

We are now taking member share orders for the 2014 season of the McKinley Community CSA. Go to this link to find out
more information: mckinleycsa.wufoo.com/forms/mckinley-community-csa-signup-2014/.

Public notice of planned NRP income redistribution
The McKinley Community Board of Directors has approved a general NRP fund redistribution and is notifying the public that
there will be a formal discussion and request for community approval at the May 5 McKinley Community Meeting which will
be held at 3300 Lyndale Ave. North at 7 p.m. All residents of the McKinley neighborhood are encouraged to attend, discuss
and vote. The plan is to move approximately $132,000 from old, unused NRP programs, and program income made from our
Revolving Home Loan Program to support staff, administration and other needs of both the McKinley Community and the
McKinley Community CSA. The final details of the program income move will not be known or detailed until the neighborhood
discusses and votes on the topic at the May Community meeting.

Free fax service available at the McKinley Office
If you are a McKinley resident and have need to fax something you can come on down to the McKinley office at 3300 Lyndale
Ave. North and use our fax machine at no charge. Open day hours are Monday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Open evening
hours are Tuesday thru Thursday 5 to 8 p.m. And always open by appointment.

Want to buy a house to live in? The McKinley Home Ownership Forgivable Loan Program is available
Call Jenny at the HousingResource Center 612-588-3033. Other restrictions apply, so call today.  

Does your home need Work? Check out a McKinley Home Improvement Loan
The McKinley Community has a great home improvement loan that is managed by Center for Energy and the Environment
and carries an interest rate of only 3 percent!  The application process is easy and loan amounts can be between $2000 and
$15,000. Call 612-588-7550.

McKinley Calendar of Events
McKinley Community General Meeting and Board Elections Monday, April 7, 7 p.m., 3300 Lyndale Ave. North

McKinley Board of Directors Meeting Monday, April 21, 6:30 p.m., 3300 Lyndale Ave. North

McKinley Community Office
3300 Lyndale Ave. N.   •  Phone: 612-588-7550

Email: mckinleycommunity@yahoo.com
Website: www.mckinleycommunity.com

The SCNA Annual Shingle Creek Clean-up coming
Saturday, April 26, 9:30 a.m.-noon

Mark your calendars for this family fun-filled day! We spend a couple hours picking up trash from the banks of Shingle Creek. We’ll have
the Patrick Henry Robotics team and Animal Productions will bring in exotic animals for families to enjoy! Our annual Shingle Creek Clean-up

is from 9:30-11 a.m. The celebration with food and refreshments is 11 a.m.-noon.

SCNA Annual Meeting, celebration, bylaws revisions vote
and elections on April 8, 6:30 p.m.

We invite Shingle Creek neighbors to attend our SCNA Annual Meeting celebrating the work of all SCNA volunteers and partners, vote on
bylaws revisions and elect new board members. This year’s festivities will be held at Carl Kroening Interpretive Center, 4900 Mississippi Court
N. from 6:30-8 p.m. SCNA is a 501c3 organization to be an advocate, educate residents and promote the local area. We host the Shingle Creek
Clean-up, Tour De Camden, Common Ground Community Garden and so much more! Come celebrate with us! For a full copy of the revised

bylaws go to our Facebook at Shingle Creek Neighborhood Association!

Shingle Creek Common Ground Garden seeks gardeners!
Applications are now being taken for gardeners interested in gardening at the Shingle Creek Common Ground Garden at 52nd and 

Newton Aves. N! It is a demonstration raingarden and natural wooded garden with 12 raised bed garden plots for flowers or vegetables! 
Plots are $15 to help cover the cost of water and supplies. Contact Linda Eriksson today at 763-566-6618!

SCNA Home Improvement Loans!
Need a new furnace, windows, bathroom, roof? Consider using the SCNA Home Improvement Loan Program! SCNA homeowners are 

eligible for low or no interest rates for home improvement loans. Every repaid loan helps us to be able to do more to improve our commu-
nity! The minimum loan is $1,000! Contact the Center for Energy Environment Lending Center at 612 335-5884 for what projects qualify!

SCNA Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at Creekview Park, 5001 Humboldt Ave. N., unless stated otherwise. *All meetings
open to the public. *All residents are encouraged to attend. Any requests for special accommodations are welcome.  Contact SCNA staff seven

days prior to meeting.

Shingle Creek Neighborhood Association
P.O.Box 15656, Minneapolis, MN 55415; 

Web Site:www.scna-mpls.org
Email: scna@gmail.com; Amy Luesebrink, staff, 763-561-1616

FNA Board Meeting: Monday, April 7, 6:30 p.m.,
FNA office
Senior Luncheon/Resource Fair (free): Tuesday,
April 22, noon to 2:30 p.m., Folwell Park. Senior re-
source and support providers are available. Health
screenings: blood pressure, height, weight,
BMI, glucose and glaucoma. Reservations: 612-521-
2100 or email maryann@folwell.org.
4th Precinct Community Court Watch: Tuesday,
April 8, 6:30 to 8 p.m., North Regional Library. The
purpose of 4th Precinct Court Watch is to promote sen-
tencing accountability within the criminal justice system. 
The FNA/WCNO Office: Free fax, copy and notary
public services Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fax
pages limited to 10. 
Lawn care/snow shoveling/small chores: Seniors and
homeowners with disabilities, contact Neighborhood
Involvement Program (NIP): 612-374-3322 or email
seniors@neighborinvolve.org. 
2014 Metro Paint-A-Thon:Applications: paintathon-
gmcc.org/homeapp.php or call 612-276-1579. Appli-
cations must be received by April 14. Selected
homeowners notified by mail in early July. 
Camden Lions Taco Bar: Benefits Lions’ funding to
community/ Saturday, April 12, 4-6:30 p.m., Lowry
Café.  

FNA is here to serve: Call 612-521-2100;
email info@folwell.org; website

folwell.org; Folwell Neighborhood on
FaceBook. Office: 1206 37th Ave. N., M-

Th., 9 a.m.5 p.m. David Brown-Chair, FNA

WCNO Board Meeting: Thursday, April 3, 6:30 p.m.,
WCNO office.

4th Precinct Community Court Watch: Tuesday, April
8, 6:30-8 p.m., North Regional Library. The purpose of
4th Precinct Court Watch: Promote sentencing account-
ability within the criminal justice system. 

Senior Luncheon and Resource Fair (free): Tuesday,
April 22, noon to 2:30 p.m., Folwell Park. Resource and
support providers will be present. Senior screenings:
blood pressure, height, weight, BMI, glucose and glau-
coma. Reservations: 612-521-2100 or email 

The WCNO/FNA Office: Free fax, copy and notary
public services Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Fax pages limited to 10. 

Camden Lions Taco Bar: Benefits Camden Lions’
community support/Saturday, April 12, 4-6:30 p.m.,
Lowry Café. 

2014 Metro Paint-A-Thon: Applications: paintathon-
gmcc.org/homeapp.php and info: 612-276-1579. Appli-
cations must be received by April 14. Selected
homeowners notified by mail in early July. 

Lawn care/snow shoveling/small chores: Seniors and
homeowners with disabilities, contact Neighborhood
Involvement Program (NIP): 612-374-3322 or email
seniors@neighborinvolve.org. 

612-521-2100; email
info@webbercamden.org;
website: webbercamden.org; 
Webber-Camden Neigh-

borhood on FaceBook. Office location: 1206 37th Ave.
N., M-Th., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,  Rev. Linda Koelman, Chair

The Lind Bohanon
Neighborhood Association

Message Line: 612-588-7641  •  email: LindBohanonNA@aol.com   •  www.lindbohanon.org
LBNA Meetings: Free and open to the public.  Residents are encouraged to attend. 

Meetings held at Shingle Creek Commons Bldg, 4600 Humboldt Ave N. unless otherwise specified
Any requests for special accommodations are welcome. Contact LBNA staff seven days prior to date of meeting.

For more details on any of these items check the LBNA newsletter and website.
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Victory Neighborhood Association
2200 44th Avenue North • 612-529-9558 

info@victoryneighborhood.org
www.victoryneighborhood.org 

All the News from Victory Neighborhood

Gear up for spring:
Gardening Workshop, April 5

Webber Park Recreation Center - 4400
Dupont Ave. N, 10 a.m. to noon.

Urban forests provide a range of economic and
environmental benefits, but North Minneapolis
has a less dense tree canopy than other parts of
the city. Join the Victory Environmental Commit-
tee and your neighbors on April 5 and be inspired
to grow our urban forest one yard at a time. 
At the workshop, landscape professionals will

present information on:
• Economic and Environmental Benefits of
Trees & Shrubs
• How-to Incorporate Trees & Shrubs into Your
Landscape
• Plant the Right Tree in the Right Place
• Recommended Trees & Shrubs for Minneapo-
lis Yards
• How-to Plant & Care for Trees & Shrubs
• Sources for Inexpensive Trees & Shrubs

10 a.m.: Doors open, enjoy refreshments and
preview garden-related displays
10:30-11:30: Presentation
11:30-noon: Drawing for prizes. Stick around
for hands-on advice and view garden-related

displays and connect with neighbors  
As is our practice, this will be a waste free

event so feel free to bring your own coffee mug
or water bottle. 

ViNA Meetings
The ViNA Board of Directors has changed

the date of their board meetings from the first to
the second Wednesday of each month. The next
board meeting will be:

Wednesday, April 9, 7 p.m.
ViNA Office: 2200 44th Ave. N

The ViNA Neighborhood Meetings will con-
tinue on the fourth Wednesday of each month
as stipulated in the ViNA By-laws. The next
neighborhood meeting will be: 

Wednesday, April 23, 7 p.m.
The Warren: 4400 Osseo Road

Residents are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend all meetings. 

20th Annual ViNA Garage Sale 
set for May 31

The Victory Neighborhood Garage Sale is held
the Saturday after Memorial Day; May 31, this
year. Watch for the spring newsletter with all
register information coming to you in April. 

1915 57th Ave. N. • Brooklyn Center, MN
Other locations available

DO NOT LET YOUR 
DEBT LOAD KEEP YOU
AWAKE AT NIGHT!
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO PREVENT YOUR 
CREDITORS FROM HARASSING YOU 

AT HOME AND AT WORK! 
Avoid cashing in your retirement 

early or selling your family’s assets 
to pay credit card bills. 

STOP PAYING INFLATED
CREDIT CARD INTEREST

RATES. 

WE CAN HELP! 
Please Call: 

Milavetz, Gallop
and Milavetz
P.A. at 

763-560-0000
for an initial FREE same-day
or immediate appointment. 

45 years experience helping
Minnesota families. 

We give sound advice & assist people in
filing for bankruptcy as a law firm and

debt relief agency. 

www.milavetzlaw.com 

Even under the Bankruptcy Re-
form Act of 2005, most individ-
uals and families are able to
qualify to file a chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy and be allowed to save
their assets and be freed from
their indebtedness. 

If you would like to receive
more information regarding the
process of obtaining a fresh
start and securing a better fu-
ture, please contact our office to
set up a free, confidential & in-
formative consultation with one
of our knowledgeable attor-
neys. 

Untitled Word List

Z E M M C G Z X Q Z B I P E J Z U B F E F K B A L
V W U Z C L O N S E R U A A X O O Q Z O T C C X Y
D I O N Y C A A L H E Z Y A M A O H M E Y Z Z X M
B R Q F O H Z B E C I B F N B A A A M U Y X W W J
K Y F S W R U T T Q C N E V L R Q S W Z A F S U U
V W I D C I T B Z V S B S T O L A F L K Q I E Y S
L B E I A S E H P H X P U T M L M R K F A V R A D
F E Z R M T M A U T E O B F A I T H B A P T I S T
E N R Q D E C I I N T V W E L L S F A R G O A J N
D K H X E N D R J V I H A Z W K L P P L C D G L Q
P H A F N G O F U Z M T Y D E T C T V R S B O R B
J G G Q P L N A M U T E E U B K V Y H B H L T J Z
H H N E E I A I H G T H W D B Q S O G I Y U Z N F
H R Y O T S L R B V P O T N E Y N T R S S T A T D
C J R F M H D T M J A P S H R N M O L Z F H M D B
Q R M C V J S H B S L E L F L I L V R N S E E Y L
U U N V J V H E H M Y L C D I U M Z B T W R G O P
H S E J R D Y L M D I U H S B N I W R B H M W E L
X W Y C W I I J G A M T B Q R X Q U D V Y E X I M
V C V I R N F G C G N H S P A L K M J S A M N J Q
C E U S I J O Y C A F E D H R C B Y H U P O R D M
V M Z F L O V N C O Y R L V Y N O Y O R V R P H Q
T B E G E M G V N Z V A H H M X L G U X L I K W R
F T R F W S H P F Z A N F L Q C J E S S N A U B O
L X E Y V H S O F L E W B Y Q Y N S S S X L J Z B

CAMDENPET
CHRISTENGLISH
FAITHBAPTIST
GETHSEMANE

HAIRFAIR
HOPELUTHERAN
INSTALLTHIS
JOYCAFE

LUTHERMEMORIAL
MCDONALDS
NORTHUNITED
NORTHEND

STOLAF
SUBWAY
WEBBERLIBRARY
WELLSFARGO

Camden business word search

Camden Pet
Christ English
Faith Baptist
Gethsemane
Hair Fair

Hope Lutheran

Install This
Joy Cafe

Luther Memorial
McDonalds
North United

Northend

St. Olaf
Subway

Webber Library
Wells Fargo

Puzzle inspired by Caridad Cabaya; compiled by Donna Seline.

tions that the committee will
focus on include: How do we use
our library now and how do we
address future needs of our com-
munity?
   Those present were invited to
weigh-in on six questions: What
one thing would you like us to
know about the Camden Commu-
nity? What services and building
features would make you visit the
library more often? What types of
space are important to you? What
services would attract people who
don’t use the library now? What
do you do when you come to the
library? What services would at-
tract people who don’t use the li-
brary now? 
   There were a myriad of re-
sponses to all of the questions.
Some highlights include: People
need good services and reasons to
stay in this community. Maintain
the name of the library – Webber
– because it has special meaning
to our community through the
story of the original donors and
the loss of their son John Deere
Webber. Align the new library
with the trails and easy walking
access. Support e-book readers.
Include spaces for students and
children including group work
areas, a story-time area, study car-
rels and tutoring areas. Include
space for community meetings.
For services people wanted a
book club, coffee shop, free tax
services, computers for job
searches, homework helpers and
more hours. Regarding design,
many stated they want a building
that fits in physically to the sur-
rounding community and the use
of green technology. It was also
suggested that a room dedicated
to telling the historical signifi-
cance of the parkway be included
in the design. 
   During the comments portion
of the meeting a question was
asked regarding the budget. Com-
missioner Higgins stated that

there is an initial budget of $7
million to get the project started,
but that the budget is fluid. A final
budget for the project would be
approved at the end of the study
process. Val Holler, Patrick Henry
teacher and Webber resident, ex-
pressed a concern regarding those
not present and encouraged the
county to reach out more broadly
to constituents. Commissioner
Higgins replied that this meeting
was pulled together quickly be-
cause it had been three months
since the last meeting, and she
committed to a strong effort to
reach out to the community at
large for the future meetings. Vic-
tory resident Ann Kaari expressed
concerns that there have been a
lot of prior attempts to get this
project off the ground and wanted
assurance that this time it will be
different. Commissioner Higgins
replied, “You have a new com-
missioner now.”    
   In regards to the location of the
new library, the county is moving
forward with acquiring land at
Humboldt and 45th Avenues,
through purchase or eminent do-
main. Michael Noonan, Hennepin
County Manager of Real Estate,
stated that at this time the
“Kowalski’s property has been
taken off the market so that we
have total flexibility.”  
   The next Webber Library meet-
ing hosted by Higgins and Hen-
nepin County staff, will be held at
the Folwell Park gym, 1615
Dowling Ave. N., on Tuesday,
April 15, from 6 to 7:30 pm and
Saturday, May 10, from 9:30 to 11
a.m. These meetings will continue
the planning process for a new li-
brary as well as update the com-
munity on the progress of the
capital plan. All are welcome to
attend and participate. The tempo-
rary library on Lyndale and 42nd
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays
from noon to 8 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Library continued from page 1
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The Camden Community News accepts free calendar items with priority placement going to free events for families in the Camden Community. Keep your items short — send the event
basics (who, what, when, where, why, etc.), highlight and contact info to editor@camdenews.org. Send your item in the style listed below: day, date, event, location, etc. We never guarantee
your calendar item will be printed — if you want to guarantee your event gets in the Camden News you may place an inexpensive paid ad to support the non-profit Camden News — see info
on pages 2 and 11. And businesses can help the Camden News promote local events by sponsoring the Community Calendar, and get your business name out there — it’s only $50
per month. Call 521-3060.

Community Calendar

Arts

   Ongoing Wednesdays - North-
side Arts Collective board of direc-
tors meets on first Wednesday of each
month at the McKinley Community
building 3300 Lyndale Ave.,
info@nacarts.org. 
   Ongoing Mondays - Artist
Roundtable meets monthly on the
third Monday of each month at 6:30
pm. Email info@nacarts.org or visit
nacarts.org for location.
   Thursday, 4/17 – Northside
Arts Collective hosts Color Artist
Reception, 4-7:30 p.m., Heritage
Park Senior Center, 1015 4th Ave.
N. Meet Northside artists and enjoy
refreshments. Fb or nacarts.org.

Church Events

   Ongoing - Clothes Closet at
North United Methodist Church,
44th and Fremont, from 9 a.m.-
noon the first two Saturdays of each
month and the first Monday each
month from 6-8 p.m. with free bag
lunch from Mobile Loaves and
Fishes. Donations accepted when
open or find something you may
need. If unable to get to NUMC
during open times, call the church
at 612-522-4497. 
   Ongoing Sundays– Joint min-
istries of NuWay Missionary Bap-
tist and Gethsemane Lutheran host
a free community breakfast every
Sunday from 8:30-9:30 a.m. at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 47th
and Colfax.  On the second and
fourth Sundays of the month you
are welcome to take a bag of gro-
ceries home with you. Info: 612-
521-3575.  
   Ongoing Wednesdays - New
Directions Youth Ministry free
youth club with personal develop-
ment activities, St. Olaf Lutheran
Church, 2901 Emerson, 6:30-8:30
pm. For 7-12 grade students.  Other
activities include members choice
activities, young neighbors service,
fundraising and more. Transportation
is available for North Minneapolis
residents. Call 612-529-7726 or stop by
to register.
   Saturday 4/5 - St. Olaf Retire-
ment Communities Auxiliary
Bake Sale, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Bake
sale has a variety of yummy items;
also Grandma’s attic and books for
sale. Lunch served 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. St. Olaf Residence Bldg.,
2912 Fremont, parking lot on
Emerson. Funds raised by the St.
Olaf Retirement Communities
Auxiliary are used to purchase fur-
nishings and equipment used by the
residents.
   Saturday, 5/3 - Annual Spring
Luncheon, Luther Memorial
Lutheran Church, 3751 Sheridan,
noon to 2 p.m. Tickets $9 and may
be purchased at the door. Along
with the assortments of salads, be
entertained by the Camp Dawgs
from Amery, WI. These six per-
formers provide country gospel and
blue grass compositions for your
enjoyment. Their string instruments
include the guitar, banjo, mandolin
and ukulele.

Classes and Workshops

   Ongoing Wednesdays - TOPS

(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 6 p.m.,
Webber Park Community Center.
   Ongoing – Raingardens & Be-
yond workshops. Keep our rivers
lakes and streams clean by making
simple choices about your yard,
such as starting a raingarden. Work-
shops in April, May and June –
most only cost $15 – the North Re-
gional Library event on June 28 is
free. Info: myraingarden.org or
651-699-2426.
   Saturday, 4/5 - Spring Garden-
ing Workshop, Landscaping with
Trees & Shrubs in an Urban En-
vironment, 10 a.m.-noon, Webber
Park Community Center, 4400
Dupont. Landscape professionals
discuss the need to replace trees
lost to city ash-tree removal and the
storm damage of the last few sum-
mers; the economic and environ-
mental benefits of trees and shrubs;
how to choose, plant and care for
trees; recommended species for
Minneapolis yards and how to in-
corporate them into your landscape;
and sources of inexpensive trees
and shrubs. Free and open to all.
   Thursday, 4/17 - Career Work-
shop.Attention all employed single
moms! Trapped in a job that
doesn’t pay enough? Career coun-
selors help you find ways to in-
crease your income, get a
promotion or develop a new career
path. Women Achieving New Di-
rections offers individual counsel-
ing and on-going career
development workshops. A work-
shop on Build Your Financial Secu-
rity is scheduled to be held from
6-8 p.m. at 2143 Lowry. On-site
child care and a light meal pro-
vided. Info: eac-mn.org/Women-
Prog/ WAND. To RSVP for the
workshop call Pat at 612-752-8554.

Community Events

   Ongoing – Open skate. Victory
Memorial Ice Arena 1900 42nd
Ave. N. 612-668-2230. Wednesday
and Thursdays 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
$2/skater includes ice skates if
needed.
   Ongoing - Camden Lions meet
the 2nd Wed. at Folwell Park at
6:30 p.m., and the 4th Wed. at dif-
ferent locations. Contact Lion Jim
Cain, 612-521-1903 or Lion Bill
Moore 612-522-0784.
  Ongoing Tuesdays – Camden
Running Club at 6 p.m.  All running
abilities welcome. Running dis-
tances determined by those runners
in attendance.  Contact Eric Nystrom
at camdenrunningclub@gmail.com.
   Ongoing - Minneapolis Police
Activities League (PAL) is dedi-
cated to reducing juvenile crime
and violence by giving kids a safe
place to play, positive role models,
and creative activities to engage in—
all for free. Info: minneapolispal.
org/index.htm or 612-673-3447. 
    Ongoing Mondays - For anyone
who has the desire to stop drinking.
Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.)
Meeting. 12 Steps and 12 Tradi-
tions study group. Parkway United
Church of Christ (Lowry and
Washburn) 7 p.m.
   Ongoing - AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide offers free tax prepara-
tion to seniors, low and moderate
income taxpayers: North Regional

Library, 1315 Lowry Ave. N. Sat.,
Feb. 1-April 12, and Wed., Feb. 5-
April 9, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. First come
first served. Oak Park Center, 1701
Oak Park Ave. N., Mon., Feb. 3-
April 14, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Call 612-
377-7000 for appointment. Walk-
ins welcome but appointments get
preference.
   Saturday, 4/5 and 4/6 - Saint
Paul Vocal Forum presents Chant
Sacré: Sacred Song Concert. Satur-
day, April 5, 7:30 p.m. – St.
Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660
W County Rd. B, Roseville; Sun-
day, April 6, 3 p.m. – Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church, 1 Lour-
des Place, Minneapolis. Free ad-
mission, though contributions to
SPVF will be gratefully accepted.
Program: Quatre Motets by Mau-
rice Duruflé; Four Lenten Motets
by Francis Poulenc; Elégie by Dar-
ius Milhaud; O Sacrum Con-
vivium! by Olivier Messiaen; and
Cantique de Jean Racine of Gabriel
Fauré. Donations of non-perishable
food items collected at each concert
to help stock local food shelves,
where the need continues regard-
less of the season. Info: spvf.net or
612-618-0219.
   Tuesday, 4/8 - 4th Precinct
Community Court Watch, 6:30 to
8 p.m., North Regional Library.
The purpose of 4th Precinct Court
Watch is to promote sentencing ac-
countability within the criminal jus-
tice system.
   Wednesday, 4/9 - Creekview
Recreation Center Camden Sen-
ior Luncheon. Door opens at 11
a.m. Lunch served at 11:30 a.m.
Ages 55+. Doggie bags will not be
sent home. Water, coffee, punch
and tea served. Call Creekview,
612-370-4965, by Monday prior to
the luncheon to reserve your spot.
Fee is $5 for luncheon and bingo
(four games/prizes). Payment due
at the door. If you are absent you
are still responsible for the cost. 
   Saturday, 4/12 - Camden Lions
Taco Bar. 4-6:30 p.m., Lowry
Café, Lowry and Penn. Benefits
Lions’ funding to community.
   Tuesday, 4/15 and Saturday,
5/10 - Join Hennepin County Com-
missioner Linda Higgins and Hen-
nepin County staff for a series of
community meetings regarding
the new Webber Park Library.
The next meetings are at the Fol-
well Recreation Center, 1615
Dowling, April 15 (6-7:30 p.m.)
and May 10 (9:30-11 a.m.). Future
meetings may be at different loca-
tions. Community meetings will
offer more info about the planning
process for a new library. We are
eager to hear your ideas about what
you would like to see in a new li-
brary. All ages are welcome. Proj-
ect info will be updated at
hclib.org/buildingprojects. 
   Saturday, 4/26 - The SCNA An-
nual Shingle Creek Clean-up,
9:30 a.m.-noon. Mark your calen-
dars for this family fun-filled day!
We spend a couple hours picking
up trash from the banks of Shingle
Creek. We have the Patrick Henry
Robotics team and Animal Produc-
tions bring in exotic animals for
families to enjoy! Our annual Shin-
gle Creek Clean-up is 9:30-11 a.m.
The celebration with food and re-

freshments is 11 a.m.-noon. Info
mpls.scna@gmail.com.
   Saturday, 4/26 - Earth Day
Clean-Up Events, 9:30 to 12 p.m.
There are over 35 clean-up sites in
the Minneapolis area, including
Shingle Creek, Theodore Wirth
Park and the banks of the Missis-
sippi. No pre-registration or fees are
required to participate. Visit min-
neapolisearthday.com for more info.
   Saturday, 5/10 - Sign up for a
new road race! The Run Camden
5k supports Webber Camden
Neighborhood Organization pro-
gramming. All ages and abilities are
invited to come run (or walk) the 5k
route (3 miles) starting and ending
at Patrick Henry High School. The
cost is only $20 (before 4/15) and
there is a discounted entry fee op-
tion for families. There is a free
Kid’s Run on the Henry track at 10
a.m. Youth will complete two laps
on the track - 1/2 mile. Info: ac-
tive.com/minneapolis-mn/run-
ning/distance-running-races/run-ca
mden-5k-2014.
   Saturday, 5/31 - 20th Annual
ViNA Garage Sale. The Victory
Neighborhood Garage Sale early
this year – so get your sale ready.
Info: victoryneighborhyood.org,
info@victoryneighborhood.org or
592-9558. 
   Saturday, 6/28 - Mark your cal-
endars for the 2nd Lind Bohanon
Home and Art Fair. Another
unique and exciting blend of home
show and art fair to give a flavor of
the best northern gateway, Lind Bo-
hanon neighborhood, and all that
the seven Camden Neighborhoods
have to offer! What would you like
to see at this year’s fair? Want to
volunteer to help plan or for the day
of the event? Next planning meet-
ing is April 16 at 6:30 p.m. at Shin-
gle Creek Commons. Info:
lindbohanonhomeandartfair.com.
   

Libraries

   Saturday, 4/5 - Annual Talent
show at the Library: Register now!
Second Annual Northside’s Got
Talent at North Regional Library, 2-
4 p.m. Join us for the North Re-
gional Library Talent Showcase
featuring host Fancy Ray Mc-
Cloney. Let your star power shine!
Come to perform, or come to
watch! Stay for pizza after the
show. All ages are encouraged to
participate. Register your act by
March 27 at the info desk or call
612-543-8450.
   Other events at North Regional
Library:
   Wednesdays, 4/16-5/28 - Fam-
ily Storytime, 10:30 a.m. For chil-
dren of all ages and their parent or
caregiver. Talk, sing, read, write
and play together in a format appro-
priate for young children. Share
books, stories, rhymes, music and
movement.
   Saturday, 4/19 - Raising
Awareness: Children’s Mental
Health, 2:30–3:30 p.m. Fidgety
Fairy Tales – The Mental Health
Musical is a fun, family-friendly
show that reduces fear and misun-
derstanding around common men-
tal health disorders. Talented youth
actors use music and gentle humor
in these re-imagined tales: The

Snow Queen (depression), The Lit-
tle Match Girl (autism) and The
Emperor’s New Clothes (brain
damage). Registration required; on-
line or 612-543-8450.

Parks

   Ongoing – Sign up now for
youth softball, baseball, t-ball, track
and field, and bocce ball at all the
Camden Parks. Team playing for all
ages. Info: Minneapolisparks.org.
   Ongoing Fridays - Kids Night
Out -Ages 6-12. Parents need an
evening to run errands or have
some peace and quiet? Kids look-
ing to get out for a safe and fun Fri-
day evening? We have the plan for
you! Stop by Creekview Park for
dinner, a movie and a night filled
with fun. Register by Thursday.
Park must have at least five kids en-
rolled. 5:30-8:30 p.m. $3/class,
Creekview Recreation Center.
   Wednesdays, 4/3-5/1– Piano
Lessons. Ages 6-12. Learn to play
the piano close to home! Half hour
lesson time based upon on instruc-
tor’s schedule. Contact Folwell
Park 612-370-4917. 2-5 p.m.,
$30/month. 
   Wednesdays, 4/9-5/14 - Acro
Balance class for ages 3-5. Give
your child the chance to explore the
skills and techniques of circus ac-
robats! We will blend ground acro-
batics with playful         exercises
from dance, yoga, circus arts, and
theater. We aim to engage the natu-
ral energy and enthusiasm of chil-
dren through interactive movement
based activities. We aim to inspire
positive peer interactions and trust
within peer groups. We aim to help
kids to develop self-confidence. We
aim to explore creative warm ups,
individual and partner stretches,
balancing poses, tumbling, and co-
operative games. 5:30-6:15 p.m.
$20/ session. Creekview Recreation
Center.
   Friday, 4/18 - Flashlight Egg
Hunt - Celebrate spring with
Creekview Park. Come on down to
Creekview for our fun egg hunt.
Bring your flashlight and we’ll start
the egg hunt once it is dark out. We
will divide the eggs up for the dif-
ferent age groups. Registration is
not required for the event. For all
ages.
   Events at Kroening Interpre-
tive Center, North Mississippi
Regional Park.
   Sunday, 3/30 - Free Family Fun
Day: Knots, 1-3 p.m.,  Learn to tie
many useful knots, including those
useful for fishing and camping. Try
your hand at lashing, braiding, and
decorative knots. Free and open to
all ages. Sunday, 4/6 - Free Fam-
ily Fun Day: Fabulous Frogs, 1-3
p.m., Explore the homes and habi-
tats of frogs and their wet-skinned
kin. Meet a couple live fascinating
frogs and play some froggy games.
Free, open to all ages.
   Mondays, 4/7-5/19 – Arts and
Crafts for ages 6-17. Swing on by
to create your own one-of-a-kind
masterpiece. Arts and craft projects
of all sorts available for you and
friends to enjoy. 4:30-5:30 p.m.,
Creekview Recreation Center.

Calendar continued on page 11



   Tuesday, 4/8 - My Preschooler
& Me: Nature Explorers - Sun,
Wind and Rain, 10-11:30 a.m., In-
troduce your little one to nature’s
wonders! Explore through hands-
on play, stories, and games, then
head outside to see what we can
discover. Cost $5, reservations re-
quired, call 763-559-6700. For ages
2-5.
   Thursday, 4/10 - My Baby, Me
and the Mississippi: Reptiles and
Amphibians, 10-11 a.m.,  It’s
never too early to introduce your
tiny tot to nature! Enjoy introducing
your toddler to new topics and the
company of other parents. Cost $5,
reservations required, call 763-559-
6700. Open to ages birth-2.
   Friday, 4/11 – Minnesota’s Ge-
ological Past. 9:30-11:30 a.m.,
Why does Minnesota have an Iron
Range? How could Minnesota’s
sand change the world’s economy?
Join Steve Paulsen to explore Min-
nesota’s deep past, the present and
the future. Enjoy refreshments.
Cost $5, reservations required, call
763-559-6700. For ages 16+. three-
riversparks.org/events/M/minnesota-
s-geologic-past-iron-ores- and-silica-
sand.aspx.
   Saturday, 4/12 - Heron Egg
Hunt. Join us on, from 10 a.m.-
noon, for a special hunt for the re-
turning great blue herons’ blue
eggs. Hunts at 10:30 and 11:15 a.m.
and are divided into age groups.
Find a special golden egg and re-
ceive a basket full of goodies. Visit

with bunnies, chicks and goats at
our petting zoo, have your face
painted and learn about the herons
that live in the park. Cost $5 for
those who pre-register and $6 for
registration the day of the event.

Call 763-559-6700. There is a 20
percent discount for groups of four
or more. Open to all ages. three-
riversparks. org/events/H/heron-
egg-hunt.
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NORTH
UNITED 

METHODIST
CHURCH

44th & Fremont Ave.
A Hate-Free Shalom Zone

Education  9 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.

Check our Facebook page: North United
Methodist (UMC) - Minneapolis!

Disability friendly and accessible.
Worship is ASL interpreted.

Rev. Linda Koelman
Ch. 522-4497

St. Olaf Lutheran
Church

Emerson at 29th Ave. N.
612-529-7726

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class  9 a.m.
Worship  11 a.m.

Thursday Youth Group  6:30 p.m.

Pastor Dale Hulme
www.stolaflutheran.org

We welcome all, including gay and 
lesbian people.

Coming together to serve with the
St. Olaf Residence

North Minneapolis Meals on Wheels
New Directions Youth Ministry

Luther Memorial
Lutheran

3751 Sheridan Ave. N.
(corner of Sheridan and Dowling)

Phone: 522-3639
Service of Communion 

9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour/

Education  11:15 a.m.
Growing Tree for 

Elementary Age Children 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.

“From many cultures, 
together in one faith.”

All are welcome
Nhiabee Vang, Pastor

Christ English
Lutheran 

Church
Oliver and Lowry
521-3493

SS for ages 3-13 yrs. old   9:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
All are welcome!

Free produce for neighborhood
residents 2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

8:30 a.m.
Free Community Dinner
Last Monday, 6:30 p.m.

Interim Pastor John Manrodt

Salem Evangelical
Lutheran Church

4150 Dupont Ave. N.
Minneapolis, MN 55412
612-521-3644

"Funday" School 9 AM
Worship 10:30 AM

Bluegrass Worship on 4th Sundays

Salem is R.I.C. and welcomes All,
including LGBTQ people. 

Pastor Robyn Provis

Visit our website at www.salem-elca.org
Facebook: Salem Lutheran Church/

North Minneapolis

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

Building a community of faith through
God’s faithfulness in our worship, fellowship,

discipleship, service and evangelism

4350 Russell Ave. N.
44th Ave. N. & Russell Ave. N.

612-529-0686
www.faithbaptistmpls.com

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Kerry L. Bender
Senior Pastor
AWANA, 6:45 p.m.

Camden Community News 
is a proud member of

Classified Advertisements

Camden News classified ads are an effective and inexpensive way
to reach residents. Your ad is placed on our website at no extra
charge. To place an ad, contact ads@camdenews.org, or leave a mes-
sage at our voice mailbox at 521-3060. Classified ads are 70 cents per
word, $7 minimum. If you want to box your ad, it’s an additional $10.
Ads must be paid prior to publication. Send check to Camden News,
P.O. Box 11492, Mpls. 55411 or pay with credit card via PayPal at
www.camdenews.org.

General

Buying or selling a home?A re-
altor with 25 years of experience
can do it. Visit Bainhomes.com.

Home improvement supplies
and equipment rental. Every-
thing you need at Penn and
Lowry. Northendhardware.com.

Need a new do? Quality hair
care and friendly service at Hair
Fair, 3858 Thomas, 612-521-2466.

Rolling-On sells and repairs
scooters and powerchairs. 4611
Lyndale, 612-385-1304.

High quality, full-service veteri-
nary care for over 30 years.
Camdenpet.com.

Crystal Lake Cemetery, one of
the oldest and largest in the
metro, offers full service care.
612-521-7619 or washburn-mc-
reavy.com.

Who sells Camden? Steph sells
Camden. See virtual tours of all
listings at stephaniegruver.com.
What are you stepping on? 

Your Way Flooring offers floors
done your way. Check out your-
wayflooring.com.

Geno’s offers sewer and drain
cleaning for as low as $89. Call
763-792-2999.

Services
   
Carpet Cleaning, $20 a room. Any
Size or Condition! 763-688-5707.

Professional lawn service. Mowing,
fertilization, weed control, mole
trapping. Spring maintenance,
Spring clean ups, snow removal. 19
year Camden resident. Licensed
and Insured. www.fjlawncare.com.
612-267-4646.   

Yardworks Professional Lawn
Service. Total yard and lawn care.
Licensed and insured. On Angie’s
List. 20 plus years serving the com-
munity. Free estimates. Call 763-561-
0711.

Help Wanted
   

Worship
in 

Camden

Gethsemane
Lutheran
Church

4656 Colfax Ave. N.
612-521-3575

Adult Education 9 a.m. 
with Nursery

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday School and 

Youth/Teens, 11 a.m.
Van service available
Pastor Jeff Nehrbass

ELCA 
GethsemaneLutheranChurch@msn.com

www.glc-mpls.org

For Camden News ad
rates, call 

612-521-3060 or
email: 

ccn@bhi.com

   Patchwork Quilt (PQ) is a Northside organization
committed to providing outstanding out-of-school
programming for children, as well as academic and
career-oriented technology training for teens and
adults in the community. The children’s program is
committed to increasing reading proficiency and
computer skills in a nurturing environment that sup-
ports each individual’s development as a leader and
contributing member of the broader community. The
technology lab supports the children’s programming,
and provides a calibrated curriculum and staff to sup-
port the work of other nonprofits in the community.
In addition, the lab works to bridge the digital divide
by extending training to parents of the children and
teens served, as well as other adults who want to de-
velop their academic or career-oriented computer
skills. 
   Patchwork Quilt was begun by the late Father Greg
Tolaas in 1997, soon after he became pastor of the
Church of St. Philip at 26th and Bryant. Moved by
the number of children in the community, and dis-
mayed at the lack of resources for them, Father Greg
recruited friends and parishioners to start a Kids’

Club after-school program, including a hot “home-
cooked” meal. The focus was on providing a safe
place apart from what was often the chaos of the
street, nurturing relationships, some academic sup-
port and a good dinner. Over the years, teen program-
ming was added.
   After Father Greg died in 2003, the PQ Board of
Directors focused on sustaining his vision.  With the
help of a small but determined staff and dedicated
volunteers, programming has continued, grown and
thrived. They have settled in their new space at Park-
way United Church of Christ, at 3120 Washburn, and
PQ is delighted to also host their own summer pro-
gram and expand their after-school program.
   On April 6 they have their 3rd annual Patchwork
Quilt event celebrating PQ scholars at the historic
Capri Theatre. The reception is at 2:30 with refresh-
ments, prize drawings and children’s’ art show; the
program starts at 3:15 p.m. with performances by the
great Dennis Spears, and Voice of Culture African
Dance and Drum. Info: 612-270-0923, info@patch-
workquilt.org or visit patchwordquilt.org.

Camden Youth & Schools

Noble Academy’s trimester two report
By Pahua Moua

   With spring slowly approaching us, Noble Academy’s trimester two is finally coming to an end. In the past
couple of months, our students have made significant gains, continually pushing forward in Study Island, Ren-
aissance Place (AR) and Reading Eggs. These educational programs are designed to assist our kindergarteners
through second grade students with reading, writing, as well as increasing their fine motors skills. 
   For third through eighth grade students, these programs help to continually prepare for the Minnesota Com-
pressive Assessment (MCA) in April. In February students also took their second round of the OPLA-Math
testing (only third through eighth grade students), nearly doubling or tripling their test scores from their first
OPLA-Math testing. And for that, we have our fine teachers and staff, and the support of our parents, to thank
for their growing success. 
   Set by MCA/Stanford standards with the exception of AR, classrooms must meet specific goals by April.
For AR, the goal standard is set by Noble Academy and must be met by May 30. The following goals below
are established for Study Island, AR and Reading Eggs for all Noble Academy students: Reading Eggs Goal:
90 percent completed by 90 percent of students by April. Study Island Goal: 90 percent of completed by 90
percent of students by April. Renaissance Place (AR) Goal: 45,000 books read by May 30 (as of now total
number of books completed are 35,540).
   With hopes to reach the majority of our goals at the end of this school year, we expect that our students will
walk away confident, in their own learning abilities. More so, for our students to continually grow and succeed
in everything they do into the future. Look forward to our end of the year data report.  

Patchwork Quilt — help for at-risk youth

Calendar
continued from page 10
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   I Frank J. Blomquist was
born March 15th 1865 in Gam-
liboda Slatthag Socken, Sma-
land Sweden. I was confirmed
in the Lutheran Church May 5th
1879. On March 19th 1887 I
left the old country for to go to
the United States and I arrived
in Minneapolis April 12th 1887.
I joined the Salem Lutheran
Church in 1889 and in 1890 I
was elected Treasurer and Fi-
nancial Secretary and I served
in that position for 10 years and
I have held the office of Deacon
and Trustee for over 20 years
and when we had a drive for
money to pay what we owed on
the church I was Treasurer on
that fund and when we had to
raise money to pay for the pipe
organ then I was Treasurer
again. Then later on we had the
Repair Fund and I was Treas-
urer of that Fund also and when
Doctor Sodergren was here he
bought a new membership book
so he said now you Deacons
you have to transfer all the
names from the old book to the
new one. He could not do it on
account of headache so I had to
go to work and do this job. It
took me some time but I did it and
I guess it must have been all right
for I did not hear of any com-
plaint. I was Treasurer for Bro-
draforbundet for two years, then I
was Secretary for 4 years. 

   My first work in the United
States I worked on a brickyard at
49th Ave North and Lyndale for
four 1/2 years for company of
Benson & Johnson making brick
in the summer and driving a pair

of horses in
the winter
and on Jan-
uary twen-
tieth 1892 I
bought a
half interest
in a grocery
establish-
ment in
Camden to-
gether with
Fred W.
M e i n k e .
The name
of the store
w a s
Meinke &
Blomquist.

We worked together for 17 years
then I bought him out and I got
my son Harry to come in with me
and we worked together for seven
and 1/2 years and in July 1916 I
sold the grocery store to P. J. Hof-
finan. Then I helped him for about
a year to get started good. Then in
September 1917  I started to work
for C. J. Lindholm in the Seed
Store and I kept that up for 33
years so I have been in business
in Camden fifty eight years - that
is longer than any man that we
know of and I thank God that I
have been able to keep on that
long. 
   Note: This is an original story
written by Frank J. Blomquist of
his life after coming to America.
The material was supplied by his
granddaughter, Muriel Blomquist
Lorentzen. As you know, Frank
Blomquist was one of the first
grocers in Camden. 

Community History

Commercial Roofing and Sheetmetal is proud to sponsor the
Camden Community News.www.commercialrfg.com

Rolling–On
4611 Lyndale Ave. N.

Selling & Repairing  
Pre-owned Powerchairs 

& Scooters at 
Reasonable Rates
Many Units 
as low as $199

FREE Repair Estimates
Reasonable Shop Rates

Rentals & Used Parts Available

Contact John @ 
612-385-1304

Think Spring !Think Spring !
Looking for advice to improve your

home for resale? Call
Steph today!

Stephanie Gruver, Realtor
RE/MAX Results

612-581-5842
www.stephaniegruver.com 

Behind the Victory Flagpole – Frank’s story
By Barbara Meyer Bistodeau

Get Behind the Victory 
Flagpole

   Behind the Vic-
tory Flagpole – A
journey in time
through the Cam-
den area of Min-
neapolis is a
heartwarming
book of stories
written and
s h a r e d
through the
eyes of Bar-
bara Meyer
Bistodeau
and guest
wri ters ,
t h a t
w e r e
printed
in the
Camden Community
News over the past nine years.
   With great photos and stories, this is the per-
fect book for you if you’ve lived here in Camden all your
life or just moved in! This limited edition, one-of-a-kind
book is the ideal gift for anyone who loves history or
wants to know about the community we live in. 
   It’s only $24.99 (plus tax/postage) and Bistodeau has
granted that any proceeds go to the nonprofit Camden
News. There are several ways to get the book. Order online
at camdenews.org and click on the Paypal button. Or pick
up the book at Carl Kroening Interpretive Center in Mis-
sissippi Regional Park, 4900 Mississippi Court. Hours:
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, noon-5 p.m.
763-694-7693. Or mail a check for $30.42 ($24.99 +1.94
tax + 3.49 shipping) to Camden News-Flagpole book,
3526 Humboldt Ave. N, Minneapolis, MN 55412. Or pick
up the book from the Camden News at 3526 Humboldt.
Contact 612-521-8650 or ccn@bhi.com first to make sure
someone is available. 
   If you’ve already read the book – tell us what you think!
We’d love to publish your comments — send to
ccn@bhi.org.

• Think
global 

• Shop local
• Shop

Camden!
Frank Blomquist (left) and Fred Meinke in front of their
grocery store in 1895.

Safety info and food!

   A crime prevention workshop,
sponsored by the Victory Neighbor-
hood Livability Committee, was
held at the Warren on March 15.
More than 20 people brought their
questions, and appetites, to the
event. They got safety info from
Minneapolis 4th Precinct Crime Pre-
vention Specialist Tim Hammett.
Topics included landscaping to pre-
vent crime and getting to knowing
your neighbors. Folks got good
safety info, and enjoyed chili and
other refreshments. Photo by Randy
Klauk.


